

Sen. Dick Durbin, D-lll., a member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, pauses as he speaks to reporters following a closed- 
door briefing on the investigation of the deadly Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, at the Capitol in Washington, 
Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2012. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 

State Dept security chief resigns after Benghazi 


ABOMINABLE 

CHRISTINA REXRODE 
ROBERT RAY 
Associated Press 
NEWTOWN, Connecticut 
(AP) — The family of Noah 
Pozner was mourning fheir 
6-year-old who was killed 
in the Connecticut school 
massacre when their sor¬ 
row was compounded by 
outrage. 

Someone they didn’t know 
was soliciting donations in 
Noah’s memory, claiming 
that they’d send any cards, 
packages and money col¬ 
lected to his parents and 
siblings. An official-looking 
website had been set up, 
with Noah's name as the 



This photo shows Noah 
Pozner. 


address, even including 
petitions on gun control. 
Noah's uncle, Alexis Haller, 
called on law enforce¬ 
ment authorities to seek 
out “these despicable 
people.” 

“These scammers,” he said, 
“are stealing from the fami¬ 
lies of victims of this horrible 
tragedy.” 

It’s a problem as familiar 
as it is disturbing. Tragedy 
strikes — be it a natural di¬ 
saster, a gunman’s ram¬ 
page or a terrorist attack — 
and scam artists move in. 

It happened after 9/11. It 
happened after Colum¬ 
bine. 


Continued on Page 3 


MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Three 
State Department officials 
resigned under pressure 
Wednesday, less than a 
day after a damning report 
blamed management fail¬ 
ures for a lack of security at 
the U.S. diplomatic mission 
in Benghazi, Libya, where 
militants killed the U.S. am¬ 
bassador and three other 
Americans on Sept. 11. 

The resignations came as 
lawmakers expressed an¬ 
ger and frustration over the 
findings of an independent 
review panel, and the State 
Department struggled to 
find a balance between 
protecting its diplomats 
while allowing them to do 
their jobs connecting with 
people in high-risk posts. 


An Obama administration 
official said Eric Boswell, the 
assistant secretary of state 
for diplomatic security, 
Charlene Lamb, the deputy 
assistant secretary respon¬ 
sible for embassy security, 
and Raymond Maxwell, the 
deputy assistant secretary 
of state who oversees the 
Maghreb nations of Libya, 
Algeria, Tunisia and Mo¬ 
rocco. The official spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause he wasn’t authorized 
to discuss personnel mat¬ 
ters publicly. 

The issue of security at the 
mission and the deaths of 
the Americans became a 
political hot potato with 
Republicans accusing the 
Obama administration, and 
especially U.N. Ambassador 
Susan Rice of playing down 


the possibility it was a terror¬ 
ist attack. Eventually Rice 
was forced to withdraw her 
name from consideration 
to replace Hillary Rodham 
Clinton as secretary of state 
during President Barack 
Obama's second term. 

Rice had appeared on 
numerous TV talk shows 
the Sunday after the at¬ 
tack and linked it to an 
anti-lslamic U.S. film. Those 
comments came after evi¬ 
dence already pointed to 
a distinct militant attack. 
The department declined 
immediate comment on 
the resignation of the offi¬ 
cials whose decisions had 
been criticized in the un¬ 
classified version of the Ac¬ 
countability Review Board’s 
report that was released 
late Tuesday. 


The board’s co-chairman, 
retired Adm. Mike Mul¬ 
len, told reporters that the 
board had not determined 
that any officials had “en¬ 
gaged in willful misconduct 
or knowingly ignored his or 
her responsibilities,” 

But Mullen, a former Joint 
Chiefs of Staff chairman, 
added, “We did conclude 
that certain State Depart¬ 
ment bureau level senior 
officials in critical levels of 
authority and responsibil¬ 
ity in Washington demon¬ 
strated a lack of leadership 
and management ability 
appropriate for senior ranks 
in their responses to security 
concerns posed by the spe¬ 
cial mission.” 


Continued on Page 2 
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State Dept security chief resigns after Benghazi 


Continued from front 


Mullen said the mission’s 
security fell through bu¬ 
reaucratic cracks caused 
in part because buildings 
were categorized as tem¬ 
porary. The report said that 
budget constraints had 
caused some officials to 
be more concerned with 
saving scarce money than 
in security. Co-chairman 
Thomas Pickering, a re¬ 
tired ambassador, said the 
personnel on the ground 
in Benghazi had reacted 
to the attack with bravery 
and professionalism. But, 
he said, the security pre¬ 
cautions were “grossly in¬ 
adequate" and the contin¬ 
gent was overwhelmed by 
the heavily armed militants. 
“They did the best they 
possibly could with what 
they had but what they 
had wasn’t enough,” Pick¬ 
ering said. 

Pickering and Mullen spoke 
shortly after briefing mem¬ 
bers of Congress in privafe. 


Lawmakers from bofh par¬ 
ties emerged from the ses¬ 
sions with harsh words for 
the State Department. 

“My impression is the State 
Department clearly failed 
the Boy Scout motto of be 
prepared,” said Sen. John 
Barrasso, a Republican. 
“They failed to anticipate 
what was coming because 
of how bad the security risk 
already was there. ... They 
failed to connect the dots," 
he said. “They didn’t have 
adequate security leading 
up to the attack and once 
the attack occurred, the 
security was woefully inad¬ 
equate.” Rep. Adam Schiff, 
a member of the House 
intelligence committee, 
said security was “plainly 
inadequate, intelligence 
collection needs to be im¬ 
proved, and our reliance 
on local militias was sorely 
misplaced. 

“These are not mistakes we 
can afford to make again," 
he said. 

The House intelligence 


committee chairman, Rep. 
Mike Rogers, a Republi¬ 
can, said the report laid 
bare “the massive failure 
of the State Department at 


all levels, including senior 
leadership, to take action 
to protect our government 
employees abroad,” and 
complained that no one 
was being held account¬ 
able. 

Rogers also said he was 


dissatisfied with the lack of 
progress in finding the at¬ 
tackers. Lamb, the deputy 
assistant secretary of stafe 
for diplomafic security who 


was in charge of embassy 
protection, testified in Oc¬ 
tober before the House 
Oversight and Govern¬ 
ment Reform Committee 
and defended the security 
measures. 

“I made the best decisions 


I could with the information 
I had,” Lamb said at the 
time. “We had the correct 
number of assets in Beng¬ 
hazi at the time of 9/11." 
She also told Rep. Dan 
Burton, a Republican, that 
she rejected requests for 
more security in Benghazi, 
instead training “local Lib¬ 
yans and army men” to 
provide security, a policy 
in force at U.S. diplomatic 
facilities around the world. 
Pickering and Mullen set 
the stage for public hear¬ 
ings set for Thursday in Con¬ 
gress. Scheduled to testify 
were Deputy Secretary of 
State William Burns, who 
is in charge of policy, and 
Deputy Secretary of State 
Thomas Nides, who is in 
charge of management. 
Clinton was to have ap¬ 
peared at Thursday’s hear¬ 
ings, but canceled after 
fainting and sustaining a 
concussion last week while 
recovering from a stomach 
virus. Clinton is under doc¬ 
tors' orders to rest. □ 



Senate Foreign Relations Chairman John Kerry, D-Mass., leaves 
a closed-door briefing on the investigation of the deadly Sept. 

11 attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, at the Capi¬ 
tol in Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2012. 
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Obama to send gun proposals in January 


Scammers hit 
amid tragedy 

Continued from front 


It happened after Hurri¬ 
cane Katrina. And after this 
summer’s movie theater 
shooting in Aurora, Colora¬ 
do. Sometimes fraud takes 
the form of bogus charities 
asking for donations that 
never get sent to victims. 
Natural disasters bring an¬ 
other dimension: Scam¬ 
mers try to get government 
relief money they’re not eli¬ 
gible for. 

“It's abominable,” said 
Ken Berger, president and 
CEO of Charity Navigator, 
which evaluates the per¬ 
formance of charities. “It’s 
just the lowest kind of thiev¬ 
ery.” 

Noah Pozner's relatives 
found out about one bo¬ 
gus solicitation when a 
friend received an email 
asking for money for the 
family. Poorly punctuated, 
it gave details about Noah, 
his funeral and his family. 
It directed people to send 
donations to an address 
that the Pozners had never 
heard of. 

It listed a New York City 
phone number to text 
with questions about how 
to donate. When a re¬ 
porter texted that number 
Wednesday, a reply came 
advising the donation go 
to the United Way.Q 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama prom¬ 
ised on Wednesday to 
send Congress broad pro¬ 
posals in January for tight¬ 
ening gun laws and curb¬ 
ing violence, declaring the 


time for action overdue af¬ 
ter last week's massacre of 
children at a Connecticut 
school. 

Even before those propos¬ 
als are drafted, Obama 
pressed lawmakers to rein¬ 
state a ban on military-style 
assault weapons, close 
loopholes that allow gun 
buyers to skirt background 
checks and restrict high- 
capacity ammunition clips. 
“The fact that this problem 


is complex can no longer 
be an excuse for doing 
nothing,” Obama said in his 
most detailed comments 
on guns since Friday’s killing 
of 20 schoolchildren and six 
adults in Newtown, Con¬ 
necticut. “The fact that we 


can't prevent every act of 
violence doesn't mean we 
can't steadily reduce the 
violence." 

Gun control measures 
have faced fierce resis¬ 
tance in Congress for years 
but that may be chang¬ 
ing now because of last 
week’s violence. Since 
then, Obama has signaled 
for the first time in his presi¬ 
dency that he’s willing to 
spend political capital on 


the issue and some promi¬ 
nent gun-rights advocates 
in Congress — Democrats 
and Republicans alike — 
have expressed willingness 
to consider new measures. 
Still, given the long history 
of opposition to tighter gun 


laws, there is no certainty 
the legislation Obama 
backed Wednesday or the 
proposals he will send to 
Congress next month will 
become law. 

Many Americans consider 
arms ownership a cher¬ 
ished freedom and have 
been outspoken in their op¬ 
position to tighter gun laws. 
The Arizona Citizens De¬ 
fense League, a group 
that advocates for pro¬ 


gun state legislation, said 
Wednesday that guns 
should be allowed in Ari¬ 
zona public schools to 
provide protection against 
shootings such as the one 
in Connecticut. Some con¬ 
servative politicians else¬ 
where in the country have 
echoed that view. 

Obama tasked Vice Presi¬ 
dent Joe Biden, a longtime 
gun control advocate, with 
overseeing the administra¬ 
tion-wide process to create 
those proposals. Beyond 
firearms’ restrictions, offi¬ 
cials will also look for ways 
to increase mental health 
resources and consider 
steps to keep society from 
glamorizing guns and vio¬ 
lence. Obama’s January 
deadline underscores the 
desire among White House 
officials to respond swiftly 
to the Newtown shooting. 
Obama aides worry that 
as the shock of the shoot¬ 
ing fades, so, too, will the 
prospects that pro-gun 
lawmakers will work with 
the White House to tighten 
restrictions. 

“I would hope that our 
memories aren’t so short 
that what we saw in 
Newtown isn’t lingering 
with us, that we don’t re¬ 
main passionate about it 
only a month later,” said 
Obama. □ 



The word “HOPE” is illuminated on the front lawn of a funeral home hosting the wake of Sandy Hook 
Elementary School principal Dawn Lafferty Hochsprung in Woodbury, Conn., Wednesday, Dec. 19, 
2012. 

(AP Photo/Charles Krupa) 
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Obama, Boehner clash at cliff’s edge 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama and 
the top Republican in Con¬ 
gress swapped barbed po¬ 
litical charges on Wednes¬ 
day yet carefully left room 
for further negotiations on 
an elusive deal to head off 
year-end tax increases and 
spending cuts that threaten 


the U.S. economy. 
Republicans should “peel 
off the war paint” and 
take the deal he’s offering, 
Obama said sharply at the 
White House. He buttressed 
his case by noting he had 
won re-election with a call 
for higher taxes on the 
wealthy, then added point¬ 
edly that the nation aches 
for conciliation, not a con¬ 
test of ideologies, after last 
week’s mass murder at a 
Connecticut elementary 
school. 

But he drew a quick retort 
from House of Representa¬ 


tives Speaker John Boeh¬ 
ner when the White House 
threatened to veto a fall¬ 
back bill drafted by House 
Republicans that would 
prevent tax increases for all 
but million-dollar earners. 
The president will bear re¬ 
sponsibility for “the largest 
tax increase in history” if he 


makes good on that threat, 
the Republican leader de¬ 
clared. In fact, it's unlikely 
the legislation will get that 
far as divided government 
careens into the final few 
days of a struggle that af¬ 
fects the pocketbooks of 
millions and blends last¬ 
ing policy differences with 
deep political mistrust. 
Boehner expressed con¬ 
fidence the Republicans’ 
narrow so-called Plan B bill 
would clear the House on 
Thursday despite opposi¬ 
tion from some conserva¬ 
tive, anti-tax dissidents, but 


a cold reception awaits in 
the Democratic-controlled 
Senate. 

As for a broader agree¬ 
ment, officials said there 
had been little if any prog¬ 
ress toward closing the gap 
between the two sides in 
the past two days, even 
though aides to the presi¬ 
dent and Boehner have re¬ 
mained in contact. 

On paper, the two sides are 
relatively close to an agree¬ 
ment on major issues, each 
having offered conces¬ 
sions in an intensive round 
of talks that began late last 
week.After two decades 
of resolutely opposing any 
tax increases, Boehner is 
seeking votes from fellow 
Republicans for legislation 
that tacitly lets rates rise on 
million-dollar income tax 
filers. The measure would 
raise revenue by slightly 
more than $300 billion over 
a decade than if all of the 
Bush-era tax cuts remained 
in effect. 

But Boehner’s office trum¬ 
peted another figure — an 
estimate that claimed it 
would amount to a tax cut 
of nearly $4 trillion com¬ 
pared with what would 
happen if all those tax cuts 
were to expire as sched¬ 
uled with the turn of the 
year. 

Similarly, despite vehement 
protests that the looming 
across-the-board spending 
cuts would seriously affect 
the Pentagon, the lead¬ 
ership’s fallback bill does 
nothing to blunt or elimi¬ 
nate the reductions sched¬ 
uled to begin on Jan. 1 .□ 



President Barack Obama gestures as he speaks about negotia¬ 
tions regarding the fiscal cliff as he takes questions from report¬ 
ers, Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2012, at the White House in Washing¬ 
ton. 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 
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Woman said to be drug 
lord’s daughter is freed 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — A woman believed by U.S. authorities 
to be a daughter of Mexico’s most-wanted drug lord has 
returned to Mexico after pleading guilty to an immigra¬ 
tion charge, her attorney said Wednesday. 

Alejandrina Gisselle Guzman Salazar, 31, pleaded guilty 
in San Diego to one count of fraud and misuse of visas, 
permits and other documents. 

Authorities believe she is the daughter of Joaquin “El 
Chapo” Guzman, leader of the Sinaloa cartel. 

A judge on Monday ordered her released from the prison 
where she has been held since her Oct. 12 arrest. 

U.S. authorities returned Guzman Salazar to Mexico on 
Tuesday, said Guadalupe Valencia, one of her attorneys. 
He said he didn’t know where in Mexico, and that he was 
unaware of her plans. 

Court records show that U.S. District Judge Cathy Ann 
Bencivengo ordered Guzman Salazar released after she 
pleaded guilty. As part of an agreement with prosecu¬ 
tors, Guzman Salazar said she would leave the country if 
ordered by immigration authorities. 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection does not comment 
on individual cases, spokeswoman Angelica DeCima 
said when asked about Guzman Salazar's status. 

Court documents state that Guzman Salazar acknowl¬ 
edged that she tried to enter the U.S. at San Diego’s San 
Ysidro port of entry on someone else’s visa. Prosecutors 
agreed to drop five counts of making false statements 
and identity theft. 

Three U.S. officials, speaking on condition of anonymity to 
discuss parts of an investigation that was not made pub¬ 
lic, have said Guzman Salazar identified herself to border 
inspectors as a daughter of the head of Mexico’s Sinaloa 
cartel and told them she was six months pregnant.Q 

Lawmaker chides Texas 
Governor Perry on guns 

CHARLES J. LEWIS 
© 2012 Hearst Newspapers 

WASHINGTON - Rep. Jim Himes, D-Conn., on Wednesday 
challenged Texas Gov. Rick Perry about his contention 
that teachers with concealed gun permits should be al¬ 
lowed to carry weapons in schools. 

Himes, whose House district is near Newtown, Conn., 
where 20 students and six educators were murdered last 
Friday, told a Capitol Hill news conference that "there are 
no good arguments against doing something” to tough¬ 
en gun control laws. 

He ridiculed Perry’s contention that teachers with permits 
to carry concealed weapons should be allowed to do so 
in schools, calling it a "pernicious argument” in a nation 
already "awash in guns." 

Himes, citing a study by the Brady Campaign to Prevent 
Gun Violence, said a gun in the home is ”22 times more 
likely to be used in a suicide or a murder than it is to be 
used in self-defense.” A study by the Rand Corporation of 
trained law officers in an exchange of gunfire found that 
those officers "hit their intended target less than two out 
of 10 times," Himes said. 

"So the notion that more Americans . . .in the words of 
Gov. Perry, ‘packing heat,’ will make us safer is not found¬ 
ed in reality, facts, or history; it is founded in the fantasy 
of testosterone-laden individuals who have blood on their 
hands for articulating that idea." 

Perry, addressing a North Texas Tea Party meeting earlier 
this week, said local school boards should decide wheth¬ 
er to allow teachers with concealed weapons permits to 
carry weapons in school. 
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Government prepares to sell 


© 2012 Cox Newspapers 

Q: There has been a lot on TV and in the newspaper about 
the "fiscal cliff” we are headed for if the Democrats and 
Republicans fail to reach an agreement about taxes. Ex¬ 
actly what does this entail and what will happen if it is not 
reached? 

-- Ruby Cook, Cumming, Ga. 

A: "Fiscal cliff” is a term to describe a "combination 
of expiring tax cuts and across-the-board government 
spending cuts scheduled to become effective Dec. 31," 
according to lnvestopedia.com. 

The combination of those events could further damage 
this country’s already shaky economy, perhaps even 
causing another recession through decreased "house¬ 
hold income, increased unemployment rates and under¬ 
mined consumer and investor confidence," according to 
the website. 

The fiscal cliff would also cut as much as $200 billion from 
the federal deficit through higher taxes. 

Q: Are poinsettia plants poisonous to people? 

-- Judy Brooks, Mableton, Ga. 

A: Poinsettia plants are not poisonous, according to the 
Mayo Clinic, but eating the leaves or stems might "cause 
a mild stomach ache, vomiting or diarrhea," according 
to the clinic’s website. If eaten, severe signs and symp¬ 
toms are unlikely. Also, the plant's sap might cause a 
"mild, itchy rash.” The Mayo Clinic warns that some peo¬ 
ple might have allergic reactions to poinsettias. 

Q: When U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
travels, does she fly by private plane? 

-- Doris Moseley, Atlanta 

A: Clinton travels in a reconfigured U.S. Air Force Boeing 
757 that functions as a mobile office, according to the 
U.S. Department of State's website (www.state.gov). It in¬ 
cludes a cabin for Clinton, seats for her staff, security and 
a communications section for "continuous information 
anywhere in the world.’ ’ 

Members of the press and foreign dignitaries also travel 
on the plane, which was described as "not fancy, noth¬ 
ing like Air Force One” by a BBC News reporter last year. 
This year, Clinton had taken 18 trips to visit 71 foreign coun¬ 
tries and traveled 261,042 miles through Dec. 17, including 
a trip to the Czech Republic, Belgium, Ireland and North¬ 
ern Ireland earlier this month. In 2011, she visited 46 coun¬ 
tries and flew 269,292 miles, including one six-day stretch 
in which she flew nearly 20,000 miles during a crisis in Libya. 
Clinton has said she wanted to serve only one term as sec¬ 
retary of state and is expected to step down next month. 

Q: Is boxing great Cassius Clay named for the famous 
emancipator in the 1840s from Kentucky? 

-- Don White, Atlanta 

A: Cassius Marcellus Clay Jr., the boxer, was named after 
his father, Cassius Marcellus Clay Sr., who was named af¬ 
ter the Kentucky politician of the same name. 

Clay, the politician, served in the U.S. House of Represen¬ 
tatives and was President Abraham Lincoln’s ambassa¬ 
dor to Russia during the Civil War. Despite being born to 
wealthy slaveholders in Kentucky, Clay was anti-slavery 
and helped found the Republican Party. 

Cassius Marcellus Clay Sr. was born in Jefferson County, 
Ky„ in 1912, and his son, Cassius Marcellus Clay Jr., was 
born in Louisville, Ky„ in 1942. Clay Jr. changed his name 
to Muhammad Ali after converting to Islam in 1964.Q 


stake in General Motors stock 


M. CRUTSINGER 
TOM KRISHER 
Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — The U.S. 
government’s short stint in 
the auto business is coming 
to an end. 


The Treasury Department 
said Wednesday that it 
will sell its remaining stake 
in General Motors by early 
2014, writing the final chap¬ 
ter of a $50 billion bailout 
that saved the auto giant 
but stoked a heated na¬ 
tional debate about the 
government’s role in pri¬ 
vate industry. 

Taxpayers are sure to lose 
billions of dollars in the 
deal, even though GM has 
bounced back from the 
darkest days of 2008, when 


it almost ran out of cash. 
The company has racked 
$16 billion in profits during 
the past three years and 
added more than 2,000 
American workers. Now 
GM is looking forward to 


the day when it can shed 
the stigma of government 
ownership and bury the 
derisive moniker of “Gov¬ 
ernment Motors,” which it 
says kept customers away 
from dealerships. “This is 
very attractive to the com¬ 
pany and to our sharehold¬ 
ers,” GM Chief Financial 
Officer Dan Ammann said. 
The deal is “obviously good 
for the business in terms of 
continuing to remove the 
perception of government 
involvement in the com¬ 


pany, which is going to be 
good for sales.” 

When the government 
sells its last GM shares, the 
Treasury Department proj¬ 
ects that autos will be the 
biggest money-loser of all 
the corporate bailouts. The 
government already lost 
more than $1 billion on the 
bailout of Chrysler, which 
has repaid all its loans. 
“There should be no expec¬ 
tation about getting back 
the taxpayers’ money,” 
said Phillip Swagel, profes¬ 
sor of public policy at the 
University of Maryland and 
a former assistant treasury 
secretary under President 
George W. Bush who au¬ 
thorized the first installment 
of GM’s bailout. 

Under the deal, GM will 
spend $5.5 billion to buy 
back 200 million shares 
from the Treasury at $27.50 
each, with the sale closing 
before year’s end. 

That will leave the govern¬ 
ment with 300 million shares, 
or a 19 percent stake, 
which it plans to sell during 
the next 12 to 15 months. 
GM will fund the deal from 
its cash balance, which at 
the end of September was 
close to $32 billion. 

The Treasury Department 
has held the stock for more 
than two years while await¬ 
ing a better price. □ 



General Motors Co. CEO Daniel Akerson sits in the driver’s seat of 
a 2011 Chevrolet Camaro parked in front of the New York Stock 
Exchange following GM's initial public offering. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


US seeks ‘balanced’ trade with China 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. is seeking a more bal¬ 
anced trade relationship 
with China at talks Wednes¬ 
day that could set the tone 
for cooperation after politi¬ 
cal transitions in the world’s 
two largest economies. 

The annual joint commis¬ 
sion on commerce and 
trade meeting comes 
weeks after President 
Barack Obama's re-elec¬ 
tion and the elevation of 
new leaders of China’s rul¬ 
ing Communist Party. 

Few concrete outcomes 
are expected, but Wash¬ 
ington will be looking for 
signs of the economic pol¬ 
icy direction under new 


Chinese leader Xi Jinping. 
The U.S. wants China to 
stimulate domestic de¬ 
mand and become less re¬ 
liant on export growth and 
allow more market access 
for American companies. 

Xi is already under domes¬ 
tic pressure to revive a Chi¬ 
nese economy that has 
slowed some after three 
decades of rapid growth. 
China is expected to seek 
reassurances from the U.S. 
side that Chinese com¬ 
panies’ ability to invest in 
America won’t be ham¬ 
pered by national security 
concerns. The two nations 
share more than $500 billion 
in two-way trade, heavily 


weighted in China’s favor. 
The U.S. has stepped trade 
complaints against China, 
and will be seeking bet¬ 
ter enforcement of intel¬ 
lectual property rights and 
an end to discriminatory 
government procurement 
policies. Acting U.S. Com¬ 
merce Secretary Rebecca 
Blank said economic ties 
between the two countries 
have never been more 
important. She said it was 
a “unique moment” with 
leadership transitions in 
both countries, and called 
for progress toward a “bal¬ 
anced and ever-growing 
trade and investment rela¬ 
tionship.” □ 
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FBI: US Army will seek the death 

Escapees took cab near Chicago jail penalty in 16 Afghan killings 


DON BABWIN 
MICHAEL TARM 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Two 

convicted bank robbers 
who pulled off a daring 
overnight escape from a 
high-rise Chicago jail had 
changed from their prison 
garb by the time they 
hopped into a cab outside 
the lock-up, investigators 
said Wednesday as they 
expanded their manhunt 
for the men. 

Authorities were raiding 
houses and combing 
through records looking 
for anybody with ties to 
the inmates who climbed 
out a jail window and 
descended 20 stories using 
a makeshift rope. 

The FBI said surveillance 
footage from a camera 


JOHN SEEWER 
Associated Press 
TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) — A 

former Marine admitted 
Wednesday that he broke 
into a mosque and set fire 
to a prayer rug because 
he wanted revenge for the 
killings of American troops 
overseas. 

Randy Linn pleaded guilty 
to hate crime charges, 
saying he’d become en¬ 
raged after seeing images 
of wounded soldiers in the 
news. 

“Every day you turn on the 
TV, you see Muslims trying 
to kill Americans,” said Linn, 
a truck driver from Indiana 
When asked by a federal 
judge whether he thought 
all Muslims are terrorists, he 
answered: “I'd say most of 


near the Metropolitan 
Correction Center shows 
Kenneth Conley and 
Joseph Banks getting 
into a cab at about 2:45 
a.m. Thursday — about 
two hours after guards 
were supposed to do a 
bed check and four hours 
before workers spotted the 
rope dangling from the 
jail. The pair had changed 
from their orange jail-issued 
jumpsuits into light-colored 
pants and light-colored 
shirts, the FBI said. 

“We don’t know if they 
fashioned theirown clothes, 
or what," said Special 
Agent Frank Bochte. 

The FBI was offering 
a $50,000 reward for 
information leading to the 
apprehension of Conley 
and Banks, with the 



Former Marine Randy Linn. 
(Handout Photo) 


them are.” 

A deal between prosecu¬ 
tors and Linn, 52, calls for 
him to be sentenced to 20 
years next April. He plead¬ 
ed guilty to intentionally 
damaging and destroying 
religious property and two 
gun-related charges. 


manhunt focused mainly 
on Chicago and its suburbs. 
Law enforcement officials 
said at least three homes 
in the suburbs south of 
Chicago where one of the 
inmates once lived were 
searched Tuesday, and a 
suburban strip club where 
Conley worked confirmed 
that investigators had 
visited. 

Investigators believe the 
men had been at a home 
in Tinley Park, 25 miles 
southwest of Chicago, 
just hours before police 
SWAT teams stormed it. A 
law enforcement official 
said the home was that of 
Conley’s mother and that 
after the woman refused 
to let the escapees in, the 
men used a rock to break 
a window. □ 


U.S. District Judge Jack 
Zouhary told Linn that his 
acts were an attack on all 
places of religion and that 
the mosque was a symbol 
of peace. 

“You are no better than the 
terrorists or extremists you 
sought to punish," Zouhary 
said. 

Prosecutors said Linn drove 
about two hours from his 
home to suburban Tole¬ 
do on Sept. 30 and broke 
into the mosque where he 
poured gasoline on the rug 
and lit it on fire. 

He estimated that he had 
drunk 45 beers over several 
hours before he decided to 
drive to Ohio. 

Linn had several firearms in 
his car and carried a gun 
into the mosque, which 
was empty at the time. □ 


GENE JOHNSON 
Associated Press 

SEATTLE (AP) — The U.S. 
Army said Wednesday it 
will seek the death pen¬ 
alty against the soldier ac¬ 
cused of killing 16 Afghan 
villagers in a predawn ram¬ 
page in March, a decision 
his lawyer called “totally ir¬ 
responsible.” 

The announcement fol¬ 
lowed a pretrial hearing 
last month for Staff Sgt. 
Robert Bales, 39, who faces 
premeditated murder and 
other charges in the attack 
on two villages in southern 
Afghanistan. 

The slayings drew such an¬ 
gry protests that the U.S. 
temporarily halted combat 
operations in Afghanistan, 
and it was three weeks be¬ 
fore American investiga¬ 
tors could reach the crime 
scenes. 

Prosecutors said Bales left 
his remote southern Af¬ 
ghanistan base early on 
March 11, attacked one 
village and returned to the 
base, then slipped away 
again to attack another 
nearby compound. Of the 
16 people killed, nine were 
children. 

No date has been set for 
Bales’ court martial, which 
will be held at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord south of 
Seattle. 

His civilian lawyer, John 
Henry Browne, told The As¬ 
sociated Press he met with 
Army officials last week to 
argue his client shouldn’t 
face the possibility of the 
death penalty, given that 
Bales was serving his fourth 
deployment in a war zone 
when the killings occurred. 
“The Army is not taking re¬ 
sponsibility for Sgt. Bales 
and other soldiers that the 
Army knowingly sends into 
combat situations with di¬ 
agnosed PTSD, concussive 
head injuries and other in- 



Staff Sgt. Robert Bales at the 
National Training Center at 
Fort Irwin, Calif. The Army says 
it will seek the death penalty 
against Bales, accused of 
massacring 16 Afghan villag¬ 
ers during pre-dawn raids in 
March. 

(AP Photo) 

juries," Browne said. “The 
Army is trying to take the 
focus off the failure of its 
decisions, and the failure of 
the war itself, and making 
Sgt. Bales out to be a rogue 
soldier.” 

Bales' wife, Kari Bales, said 
in a statement Wednesday 
that she and their children 
have been enjoying their 
weekend visits with Bales at 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 
and she hopes he receives 
an impartial trial. 

Bales’ defense team has 
said the government’s 
case is incomplete, and 
outside experts have said a 
key issue going forward will 
be to determine if Bales suf¬ 
fered from post-traumatic 
stress disorder. Bales served 
tours of duty in Iraq and Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

During last month's prelimi¬ 
nary hearing, prosecutors 
built a strong eyewitness 
case against the veteran 
soldier from Ohio, with 
troops recounting how 
they saw Bales return to 
the base alone, covered in 
blood. □ 


US man: 
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Settlement Debate: 


Abbas offers aid to refugees 


UN steps up pressure on Israel 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

U.N. Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon and all members 
of the Security Council ex¬ 
cept the United States criti¬ 
cized Israel on Wednesday, 
demanding an immediate 
halt to new settlement con¬ 
struction. 

Representatives of the 14 
council members stepped 
to the microphone outside 
the council chamber after 
its monthly Mideast briefing 
to denounce the Israeli set¬ 
tlement plans, which they 


warned are threatening a 
two-state settlement with 
the Palestinians. The move 
was clearly aimed at in¬ 
tensifying pressure on Israel 
and demonstrating the iso¬ 
lation of the United States 
on the issue. 

The council president, Mo¬ 
rocco’s U.N. Ambassador 
Mohammed Loulichki, said 
14 countries made the 
statements because efforts 
to get the council to agree 


on a resolution or statement 
had failed. 

Separately, Ban told report¬ 
ers that Israel’s heightened 
settlement activity “gravely 
threatens efforts to establish 
a viable Palestinian state." 

“I call on Israel to refrain 
from continuing on this 
dangerous path,” he said. 
“The Middle East peace 
process is in a deep freeze,” 
he said. 

“The two sides seem more 
polarized than ever, and 
a two-state solution is far¬ 
ther away than at any time 
since the Oslo process be¬ 


gan” in the 1990s. 

Peace talks that resulted 
from the Oslo process have 
been frozen for four years, 
in large part because of 
the settlement issue. The 
Palestinians refuse to nego¬ 
tiate while Israel expands its 
settlements, which are now 
home to more than 500,000 
Israelis. 

Israel’s Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu announced 
plans to build thousands of 


homes in settlements in the 
West Bank and east Je¬ 
rusalem, the Palestinians’ 
hoped-for capital, in re¬ 
sponse to the U.N. General 
Assembly’s decision last 
month to upgrade the Pal¬ 
estinians’ status to a non¬ 
member observer state. 
Israel opposed U.N. recog¬ 
nition of a Palestinian state, 
saying it bypassed peace 
negotiations. 

The United States, Israel’s 
closest Mideast ally, vot¬ 
ed against the Palestinian 
statehood resolution and 
vetoed a Security Council 


resolution backed by the 
14 other members in Febru¬ 
ary 2011 that would have 
urged a halt to all settle¬ 
ment building. 

But the Obama administra¬ 
tion is growing increasingly 
frustrated with recent Israeli 
announcements on new 
settlement activity and oth¬ 
er issues clearly aimed at 
punishing the Palestinians 
for the General Assembly 
vote.Q 



An Israeli walks near a construction site in the east Jerusalem neighborhood of Ramat Sholmo. 

(AP Photo/Dan Balilty) 


RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) — The Palestinian president 
said Wednesday he is ready to take in Palestinian refu¬ 
gees fleeing Syria’s civil war, and the U.N. Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral Ban Ki-moon called on Israel to facilitate their entry. 
Mahmoud Abbas’ offer follows an attack by Syrian war¬ 
planes against the Yarmouk Palestinian refugee camp in 
Damascus and days of fighting there. 

U.N. chief Ban Ki-moon said he received a request from 
Abbas to help in bringing the refugees to the Palestinian 
territories. This could include the West Bank, where Abbas 
governs, and the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip. 

Any movement of refugees into the West Bank would 
need the consent of Israel. Paul Hirschson, a spokesman 
for the Israeli Foreign Ministry, said Israel has not yet re¬ 
ceived a formal proposal for refugees to enter the Pales¬ 
tinian territories. 

He claimed refugees fleeing violence in Syria are not inter¬ 
ested in seeking shelter in Israel or the West Bank. 

“I don’t know how relevant Ban Ki-moon’s call to open 
our borders is to us. Even if we open our borders, no one 
would come across it,” Hirschson said. 

Ban said he was “deeply concerned about all this vio¬ 
lence taking place against Palestinian refugees in Yar¬ 
mouk camp.” 

“We will discuss this matter as a priority agenda — how we 
can support, help those people,” he saidO 

Mubarak back to prison 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's ousted president Hosni Mubarak 
was returned to his prison Wednesday after he was trans¬ 
ferred to a Cairo military hospital briefly for an X-ray of his 
head, a security official said. 

For months, there have been conflicting reports about the 
health of the 84-year old Mubarak, who was sentenced 
in June to life in prison for failing to stop the killing of hun¬ 
dreds of protesters during last year’s uprising. He is the first 
Arab president to serve a prison sentence. 

Gen. Mohammed Ibrahim, the deputy interior minister, 
said that Mubarak was returned to prison after the X-ray. 
Mubarak fell in the prison bathroom on Saturday injuring 
his head and chest. The hospital is located in a Cairo sub¬ 
urb of Maadi. Mubarak's family and lawyer appealed to 
authorities to keep him in the hospital, citing prison poor 
facilities. 

While he was in power, Mubarak’s health was treated al¬ 
most as a state secret. Since his ouster, Mubarak's sup¬ 
porters have released details of his failing health in what 
critics say is an attempt to gain sympathy from the public 
and appeal for leniency from the courts. 

Less than three weeks after he was convicted and sent to 
Cairo's Tora prison, Mubarak was abruptly transferred to 
a military hospital after reports that his heart had stopped 
beating. The state news agency said at the time that 
Mubarak had suffered a stroke. He was returned to prison 
a month later. 

On Wednesday, rumors about Mubarak’s death were cir¬ 
culating on social networking sites after one newspaper 
website reported it. Ibrahim denied the rumors.Q 
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3,800 British troops are to 
leave Afghanistan by 2013 



British Prime Minister David 
Cameron leaves 10 Downing 
Street to make his way to the 
House of Commons in London. 

(AP Photo/Sang Tan) 

C. VINOGRAD 
PAISLEY DODDS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Prime Min¬ 
ister David Cameron an¬ 
nounced Wednesday that 
about 3,800 British troops 
would be withdrawn from Af¬ 
ghanistan by the end of 2013. 
Around 5,000 will remain into 
2014, Cameron told law¬ 
makers. The announcement 
comes after a lengthy video 
call Tuesday between Cam¬ 
eron and President Barack 
Obama. There are about 
60,000 U.S. troops in Afghani¬ 
stan. Cameron said the de¬ 
cision reflects an increasing 
confidence in the Afghan 
National Security Forces. Af¬ 
ter 2014, some troops will stay 
on to return equipment and 
deal with logistics but no de¬ 
tails on numbers have been 
finalized, he said. 

“We've said very clearly; no 
one in a combat role, noth¬ 
ing like the number of troops 
there are now," Cameron 
said. “We’ve promised the 
Afghans that we will provide 


this officer training acad¬ 
emy that they’ve specifi¬ 
cally asked for. We are 
prepared to look at other 
issues above and beyond 
that, but that is the start¬ 
ing baseline.” 

The withdrawal of British 
troops from Afghanistan 
will start next April, ac¬ 
cording to Defense Sec¬ 
retary Philip Hammond. 
Hammond said fewer 
replacements would be 
sent over in the spring 
when the six-monthly ro¬ 
tation of British forces 
goes ahead as sched¬ 
uled. A further reduction 
would come after the 
summer fighting season 
in September or October, 
Hammond said. Cam¬ 
eron said Britain would 
continue to support Af¬ 
ghanistan by contributing 
about 70 million pounds 
(US $114,000) a year to 
help pay for the Afghan 
National Security Forces. 
Another 70 million pounds 
a year are spread through 
other aid programs. “In 
terms of the diplomatic 
track, the thing we are 
most focused on is bring¬ 
ing Afghanistan and Paki¬ 
stan together,” Cameron 
said. Since 2001, 438 Brit¬ 
ish personnel have died in 
Afghanistan. Last month, 
France ended its combat 
operations in Afghani¬ 
stan, pulling hundreds of 
troops from a base in a 
volatile region northeast 
of Kabul and fulfilling 
promises to end its com¬ 
bat role on a faster track 
than other NATO allies. 
France has lost 88 troops 
in Afghanistan since late 
2001 . □ 



FC Barcelona supporters wave pro-independence Catalonian flags during a soccer match at the 
Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona, Spain. Long a symbol of Catalan identity, Barcelona soccer club 
added its voice recently to a simmering political dispute between the region of Catalonia and 
Spain’s central government. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez) 


Spain warns against Catalonia 
independence referendum 


CIARAN GILES 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — Spain's 
deputy prime minister 
warned Wednesday the 
government has the legal 
power to halt a planned 
referendum on Catalonia’s 
possible separation from 
Spain. Soraya Saenz de 
Santamaria said the plebi¬ 
scite would be illegal and 
“our legislation has many 
mechanisms to stop any 
illegality." She spoke just 
hours before the two par¬ 
ties with most seats in Cat¬ 
alonia’s Parliament signed 
an agreement that calls for 
a self-determination refer¬ 
endum in 2014 in the north¬ 
eastern region whose capi¬ 
tal is Barcelona. The gov¬ 
erning Convergence and 


Union agreed on Tuesday 
to hold the referendum 
within two years in return 
for the Republican Left 
of Catalonia's support to 
form a new regional gov¬ 
ernment following recent 
elections. 

The pact paves the way 
for Convergence and 
Union leader and acting 
regional president Artur 
Mas to be voted back 
into office by the Catalo¬ 
nian parliament on Friday. 
“We aim to put the fu¬ 
ture of Catalonia in the 
hands of the citizens of 
Catalonia and to do that 
we want to consult them 
democratically,” said Re¬ 
publican Left leader Oriol 
Junqueras. The national 
government, however. 


says any referendum propos¬ 
ing a change in the region’s 
status within Spain would be 
illegal and unconstitutional. 
A similar move by Spain’s 
Basque region was rejected 
by the national Parliament in 
Madrid in 2005. Catalonia is 
Spain’s most economically 
powerful region but now the 
most indebted due to the 
crisis. It has asked for some 
€5 billion ($6.6 billion) from 
a central government bail¬ 
out fund. Mas called early 
elections in November and 
proposed the referendum 
after Spain rejected a de¬ 
mand to grant the region 
special fiscal powers. But 
his party lost 12 seats in the 
election and was left need¬ 
ing support to form a minor¬ 
ity governmentO 
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Report: 


Chaos, not cover-up, blamed for BBC scandal 


RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — A BBC re¬ 
view has absolved senior 
executives of trying to bury 
an explosive story about 
one of its best-known chil¬ 
dren’s television stars, say¬ 
ing management errors 
were to blame for the fact 
that a planned expose 
on pedophilia allegations 
against the late Jimmy Sa- 
vile was canceled. 
Institutional chaos and con¬ 
fusion — but not a cover- 
up — were to blame for the 
BBC’s disastrous decision to 
scupper the “Newsnight” 
program, the review found 
Wednesday. 

“The ‘Newsnight’ investiga¬ 
tors got the story right,” Nick 
Pollard, who led the review, 
told journalists following 
its publication. “They had 
found clear and compel¬ 
ling evidence that Jimmy 
Savile was a pedophile.” 


When the rival ITV network 
broadcast a similar expose 
in October about Savile, 
who died in 2011 at age 84, 
the BBC came underfire for 
both harboring an alleged 
serial sex abuser for de¬ 
cades and for killing its own 
story about him. 

The scandal quickly metas¬ 
tasized, tainting the reputa¬ 
tion of the BBC — the pub¬ 
licly-funded British broad¬ 
caster known worldwide for 
its news and entertainment 
divisions. It also prompted 
the resignation of the BBC’s 
brand new director-gener¬ 
al, George Entwistle, and 
raised questions about its 
former leader, Mark Thomp¬ 
son, who has since become 
chief executive at The New 
York Times. 

The BBC’s decision to can¬ 
cel its initial investigation 
was particularly embar¬ 
rassing, since it preceded 
a glowing tribute program 


honoring Savile's career. 
A host of misleading and 
contradictory statements 
about the investigation in 
the weeks that followed 


only deepened suspicion 
that senior executives had 
tried to bury the story to 
protect the corporation’s 


reputation. 

Pollard cleared the execu¬ 
tives of that — the most 
serious — charge, saying 
that although the decision 


to scrap the program “was 
clearly flawed ... I believe it 
was taken in good faith." 
Pollard had a harsh verdict 


on the BBC's behavior in 
the aftermath of the scan¬ 
dal, saying the corporation 
took more than a month to 
get its story straight in the 
midst of what he called “a 
complete breakdown of 
communication.” 

“There was a critical lack of 
leadership and coordina¬ 
tion," he said, describing 
an atmosphere of recrimi¬ 
nation, mistrust, and mis¬ 
management. Pollard even 
quoted James Hardy, the 
then-BBC communications 
chief, as promising to “drip 
poison” about one of the 
“Newsnight” reporters he 
suspected of leaking stories 
to the press. 

The review — which cost 
the BBC about 2 million 
pounds (roughly $3.3 mil¬ 
lion) — had harsh words for 
several executives in partic¬ 
ular. One of those criticized, 
the BBC's Deputy Director 
of News Steve Mitchell. □ 



BBC Trust Chairman Lord Pattern speaks during a press confer¬ 
ence in response to The Pollard Report at New Broadcasting 
House, Portland Place, London Wednesday Dec. 19, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Chris Radburn/Pool) 


Chinese police release video of school stabbing 


BEIJING (AP) — Chinese police have released 
surveillance video of a stabbing spree that left 
23 students wounded at an elementary school. 
The video made public late Tuesday shows doz¬ 
ens of students running out of a gate in panic af¬ 
ter a knife-wielding man stormed in, apparently 
having slashed at a girl along the way. 

The video released by local police to state-run 
China Central Television offers the first images 
from Friday’s attack in Chenpeng village in cen¬ 
tral China. Police have arrested a suspect, Min 
Yongjun, on a charge of jeopardizing public se¬ 
curity. 

Citing local police, the official Xinhua News 
Agency said Min, driven by doomsday rumors, 
wanted to “do things to impress the world of his 
existence” before his death. Some people be¬ 
lieve the Mayan calendar predicts an apoca¬ 
lypse this Friday. 


Xinhua said Min, 36, has epilepsy but that police 
believe the man was capable of self-control at 
the time of the stabbing spree. 

It said Min had beaten his parents and daugh¬ 
ters on Thursday night, left home and wandered 
around for the night before he broke into an el¬ 
derly woman’s house, where he wounded her 
by stabbing her twice with a kitchen knife. 

Min then went to the elementary school around 
7 a.m., where some students had arrived early 
to do cleaning and preparation work, Xinhua 
said. 

In the surveillance video, a man in blue is seen 
running through an unguarded school gate 
while chasing after and slashing at a girl, who 
stumbles but — after the man leaves — stands 
up, picks up her school bag and walks out of 
the gate. 

Then, dozens of students flee out of the gate 


before several men armed with brooms walk in. 
The man in blue later is seen being chased out 
of the school. 

Deputy Principal Li Chuanbao told state-run 
China News that there were casualties on the 
stairs because students on higher floors left their 
classrooms and ran down to check out the stir. 
“They didn't know there was a stabber out 
there," Li said. 

Li told China News that the attacker stabbed 
seven first-graders on the first floor. 

Xinhua said eight of the 23 students stabbed 
have been transferred to a hospital in a neigh¬ 
boring province for surgeries for facial wounds 
so they can have less noticeable scars. 

Classes at the school resumed Monday with 
empty seats but tighter security, according to 
state media reports.□ 
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Russia gives initial OK to 
American adoption ban 


JIM HEINTZ 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia’s 
parliament on Wednesday 
gave overwhelming prelim¬ 
inary approval to a mea¬ 
sure banning Americans 
from adopting Russian chil¬ 
dren, a harsh retaliatory 
move against U.S. human 
rights legislation. 

But the proposal appears 
to be too extreme for some 
senior Russian officials. The 
foreign minister and the 
education minister spoke 


out flatly against an adop¬ 
tion ban, and the speak¬ 
er of fhe upper house of 
parliament, a close ally of 
President Vladimir Putin, 
suggested the lower house 
members were letting emo¬ 
tions overtake rationality. 
Putin himself, who has the 
authority to veto legisla¬ 


tion, has made no public 
comment on the adoption 
provision. But his spokes¬ 
man, Dmitry Peskov, in¬ 
dicated Wednesday the 
Russian leader regards it as 
excessive. 

Peskov told the Interfax 
news agency that, al¬ 
though Putin understands 
the emotions that prompt¬ 
ed the move, “the execu¬ 
tive powers are taking a 
more restrained line.” 
Before becoming law, the 
measure has to pass a third 


reading in the State Duma, 
which is set for Friday, affer 
which it would go to the 
upper house, the Federa¬ 
tion Council, and then re¬ 
quire Putin’s signature. 

The legislation further steps 
up animosity with Washing¬ 
ton by calling for closure 
of political organizations in 


Russia that receive Ameri¬ 
can funding. 

Both strictures were in¬ 
cluded as amendments 
in the second reading in 
the State Duma of a bill 
prompted by last week's 
signing by President Barack 
Obama of a U.S. law fhaf 
allows sanctions against 
Russians deemed to be 
human rights violators. 
The U.S. law reopened a 
vein of deep resentment 
among many Russians over 
the United States' alleged 


meddling in Russian do¬ 
mestic affairs and Washing¬ 
ton's perceived penchanf 
for treating Moscow with 
condescension. Putin has 
accused the U.S. of funding 
the wave of protests that 
rose against him over the 
past year and strongly criti¬ 
cized the new U.S. law.Q 



Police officers detain a protester near the State Duma, in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Dec. 19, 
2012. People picketed parliament’s lower chamber, which is set to debate an amendment that 
would ban Americans from adopting Russian children. (AP Photo/Misha Japaridze) 


North Ireland: 

5 lawmakers receive bullets in mail 


SHAWN POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP)— Five Northern 
Ireland politicians received 
letters containing bullets 
Wednesday as an extremist 
Protestant campaign of 
death threats and illegal 
street protests escalated 
over Belfast City Council’s 
decision to stop flying the 
British flag year-round. 

Hours lafer, an off-dufy 
police officer narrowly 


avoided being shot when 
confronted by a gunman 
outside his home in the 
mainly Protestant town of 
Bangor. 

No group claimed 
responsibility. The Police 
Service of Northern Ireland 
said the officer was 
targeted by gunshots but 
did not return fire during 
the failed ambush. 

About 40 police have been 
injured during the past three 


weeks’ street clashes with 
Protestant extremists, who 
have issued threats against 
both police and politicians. 
Typically, however, gun 
attacks on British security 
forces are committed 
by Irish Republican Army 
splinter groups from the 
Irish Catholic side of the 
community. Last month, an 
IRA faction ambushed and 
killed a prison guard as he 
drove to work. □ 


AROUND THE WORLD 

22 killed in escape at Mexican prison 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — A public security official says fhe 
deafh toll in a shootout during an attempted prison break 
in northern Mexico has risen to 22 people. The official in 
Durango sfate says that the toll rose to 13 inmates and 
nine prison guards as some of the injured in the shoot¬ 
ing later died of their wounds. The official who updated 
fhe death toll Wednesday was not authorized to speak 
on the record. Guards toiled a massive escape on Tues¬ 
day at the prison in Gomez Palacio city. A statement from 
the public safety department says inmates tried to climb 
the prison’s back walls. When guards fired into the air to 
stop them, inmates returned fire at the watchtowers and 
guard areas.□ 

Syrian sentenced to prison for spying 

BERLIN (AP) — A Berlin court has convicted a Syrian man 
of spying on exiled Syrian dissidents in Germany for about 
three years. The court on Wednesday sentenced 35-year- 
old Akram O., whose full name was withheld in line with 
German privacy laws, to three years and three months 
in prison. The court found him guilty of regularly providing 
information about Syrian activists who were opposed to 
President Bashar Assad's regime between 2009 and the 
man’s arrest earlier this year. The Syrian national was also 
convicted of providing false information to obtain Ger¬ 
man citizenship as part of his bid to infiltrate the country’s 
intelligence services. □ 

Australian gay politician gets married 

MADRID (AP) — A prominent gay Australian politician mar¬ 
ried his longtime partner Wednesday in southern Spain, 
two months after his country voted down a proposal to 
enact same-sex marriage legislation. Ian Hunter, the so¬ 
cial inclusion minister tor the state of South Australia, said 
he was disappointed that his marriage to artist Leith Sem- 
mens won't be legal in Australia, but said the two decided 
they couldn’t wait tor their country to approve a gay mar¬ 
riage law. “Without a doubt it’s inevitable in Australia, but 
you’re looking at six or seven years, and me and my part¬ 
ner weren’t willing to wait that long,” Hunter said before 
he and Semmens were married at a gallery in the town of 
Jun. □ 

Bulgaria considers fighter jet supplier 

SOFIA, Bulgaria (AP) — Bulgaria has renewed efforts to 
choose a supplier of eight fighter jets by March to replace 
its old Russian-built aircraft and bring its air force in line 
wifh NATO standards. Defense Minister Anyo Angelov said 
Wednesday that talks will be held with countries that have 
or produce fighter jets, such as the U.S., Germany, Portu¬ 
gal, Italy, Israel and Sweden. He also said that no financial 
threshold has been imposed “to allow flexible negotia¬ 
tions” and that no open competition will be held to retain 
the option of buying secondhand aircraft. Local media 
suggested that Bulgaria was considering buying second¬ 
hand F-l 6s from Portugal or the U.S., or new Saab AB Grip- 
en jets from Sweden. □ 

Mine collapse and blast kills 8 in Iran 

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran's official news agency says a col¬ 
lapse and explosion in a coal mine has killed eight workers 
in the country's east. IRNA on Wednesday quoted Ahmad 
Talebian Moqadam, who is governor of Tabas city near 
where the accident occurred, as saying that a tunnel in 
the mine collapsed, leading to an accumulation of gas 
and an explosion. He said five bodies were recovered on 
Tuesday, the day of the accident, and three more the 
next day. Some 40 work at the mine. The report did not say 
whether the other miners were unaccounted tor. Tabas is 
located 560 kilometres (341 miles) southeast of the capital 
Tehran. Mine explosions are rare in IranO 
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Venezuela VP hopes Chavez can be sworn in Jan. 10 


VIVIAN SEQUERA 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuela’s vice presi¬ 
dent said on Wednesday 
that the government is still 
aiming for President Hugo 
Chavez to be sworn in for 
a new term as scheduled 
next month, saying his con¬ 
dition has been improving 
after his cancer surgery 
in Cuba. Vice President 
Nicolas Maduro declined 


and president upholds his 
sacred duty on Jan. 10,” 
Maduro said at a news 
conference. “Day after 
day ... he has been getting 
better, and he’s the com¬ 
mander of a thousand vic¬ 
tories, he's the commander 
of miracles." 

Maduro, whom Chavez 
designated as his cho¬ 
sen successor before the 
surgery, also said that if 
Chavez isn’t able to be 


it was simply his personal 
opinion and not an official 
proposal. 

“You can’t tie the will of 
the people to a date,” Ca- 
bello said in remarks pub¬ 
lished Wednesday by the 
newspaper El Nacional. 
“My idea is that we can't 
see the laws and the con¬ 
stitution from the restrictive 
point of view.” 

The constitution says the 
president should be sworn 



Street vendors work in front of a mural that reads “Chavez” regarding to Venezuela’s president 
Hugo Chavez in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2012. Chavez is recovering in Cuba from 
a surgery, his fourth operation related to his pelvic cancer since June 2011. 

(AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


to speculate when asked 
about scenarios if the ail¬ 
ing president is unable to 
take the oath of office on 
Jan. 10. He took the stance 
amid mounting concerns 
over the president's tough 
fight against complications 
following his fourth cancer- 
related operation, and a 
day after National Assem¬ 
bly President Diosdado Ca- 
bello floated the idea of 
postponing Chavez’s inau¬ 
guration if necessary. 
“We're concentrating on 
prayer, on faith, on medical 
treatment that is among 
the best in the world, so that 
our commander in chief 


sworn in as planned, “he 
left clear, public instructions 
about any scenario.” 

The 58-year-old president 
has not spoken publicly 
since his Dec. 11 surgery 
for pelvic cancer, and on 
Tuesday the government 
said he had a respiratory 
infection, though it was 
controlled. Chavez also suf¬ 
fered bleeding during the 
six-hour operation, which 
the government has said 
was promptly stanched. 
National Assembly Presi¬ 
dent Diosdado Cabello 
raised the idea of postpon¬ 
ing the inauguration on 
Tuesday, telling reporters 


in for a new term on Jan. 
10. Information Minister Er¬ 
nesto Villegas last week 
said that if it was not pos¬ 
sible for Chavez to return in 
time, Venezuelans should 
be prepared to under¬ 
stand, though he didn’t 
elaborate. 

Cabello expressed hope 
that Chavez could still be 
back for his swearing-in. But 
Venezuelan analyst Edgar 
Gutierrez said that Cabello 
appeared to be sending 
a message that it might 
take longer, and that he 
believes pushing back the 
date is an option. 

“It’s the clearest signal that 


the president won’t be in 
conditions to be sworn in,” 
Gutierrez said. “Diosdado is 
preparing the field of opin¬ 
ion.” Cabello noted the 
constitution also says that if 
a president is unable to be 
sworn in by the National As¬ 


sembly, he may be sworn 
in by the Supreme Court. 
“And it doesn’t put a date” 
for that, he said, noting that 
there is no mention of a 
date in the article dealing 
with a swearing-in before 
the Supreme Court.Q 
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Curries 

Vegetarian 


Delicious Rice Table for two 


Open Monday ■ Saturday from 5pm ■ 10;30pm » Sunday CLOSED! 


Thai 

RESTAURANT 


Palm Beach 186, next to Wendy’s 

Phone 586-8071 • info@sawasdee-aruba.com 


Everything made fresh to order! 


• Seafood 


Latin Americans rank as happiest people on planet 


M. WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 

world’s happiest people 
aren’t in Qatar, the richest 
country by most measures. 
They aren’t in Japan, the 
nation with the highest life 
expectancy. Canada, with 
its chart-topping percent¬ 
age of college graduates, 
doesn’t make the top 10. 

A poll released Wednesday 
of nearly 150,000 people 
around the world says sev¬ 
en of the world’s 10 coun¬ 
tries with the most upbeat 
attitudes are in Latin Amer¬ 
ica. 

Many of the seven do poor¬ 
ly in traditional measures of 
well-being, like Guatemala, 
a country torn by decades 
of civil war followed by 
waves of gang-driven crimi¬ 
nality that give it one of the 
highest homicide rates in 
the world. Guatemala sits 
just above Iraq on the Unit¬ 
ed Nations’ Human Devel¬ 
opment Index, a composite 
of life expectancy, edu¬ 
cation and per capita in¬ 
come. But it ranks seventh 
in positive emotions. 

“In Guatemala, it’s a cul¬ 
ture of friendly people who 
are always smiling," said 
Luz Castillo, a 30-year-old 
surfing instructor. “Despite 
all the problems that we're 
facing, we're surrounded 
by natural beauty that lets 
us get away from it all.” 
Gallup Inc. asked about 
1,000 people in each of 148 
countries last year if they 
were well-rested, had been 
treated with respect, smiled 
or laughed a lot, learned or 
did something interesting 
and felt feelings of enjoy¬ 
ment. 

In Panama and Paraguay, 
85 percent of those polled 
said yes to all five, putting 
those countries at the top of 
the list. They were followed 
closely by El Salvador, Ven¬ 
ezuela, Trinidad and Toba¬ 
go, Thailand, Guatemala, 


the Philippines, Ecuador 
and Costa Rica. 

The people least likely to re¬ 
port positive emotions lived 
in Singapore, the wealthy 
and orderly city-state that 
ranks among the most de¬ 
veloped in the world. Oth¬ 
er wealthy countries also 
sat surprisingly low on the 


list. Germany and France 
tied with the poor African 
state of Somaliland for 47th 
place. 

Prosperous nations can be 
deeply unhappy ones. And 
poverty-stricken ones are 
often awash in positivity, or 
at least a close approxima¬ 
tion of it. 

It's a paradox with serious 
implications for a relatively 
new and controversial field 
called happiness econom¬ 
ics that seeks to improve 
government performance 
by adding people’s per¬ 
ceptions of their satisfaction 
to traditional metrics such 
as life expectancy, per 


capita income and gradu¬ 
ation rates. 

The Himalayan kingdom of 
Bhutan famously measures 
policies by their impact on 
a concept called Gross Na¬ 
tional Happiness. 

British Prime Minister David 
Cameron announced a na¬ 
tional well-being program 


in 2010 as part of a pledge 
to improve Britons' lives in 
the wake of fhe global re¬ 
cession. A household survey 
senf fo 200,000 Britons asks 
questions like “How satisfied 
are you with your life nowa¬ 
days?” 

The Organization for Eco¬ 
nomic Co-operation and 
Development, which unites 
34 of the world’s most ad¬ 
vanced countries, recently 
created a Better Life Index 
allowing the public to com¬ 
pare countries based on 
quality of life in addition to 
material well-being. 

Some experts say that’s a 
dangerous path that could 


allow governments to use 
positive public percep¬ 
tions as an excuse to ignore 
problems. As an example 
of fhe risks, some said, the 
Gallup poll may have been 
skewed by a Latin Ameri¬ 
can cultural proclivity to 
avoid negative statements 
regardless of how one ac¬ 


tually feels. 

“My immediate reaction 
is that this influenced by 
cultural biases,” said Edu¬ 
ardo Lora, who studied the 
statistical measurement of 
happiness as the former 
chief economist of the In¬ 
ter-American Development 
Bank 

“What the empirical litera¬ 
ture says is that some cul¬ 
tures tend to respond to 
any type of question in a 
more positive way,” said 
Lora, a native of Colom¬ 
bia, the 11th most-positive 
country. 

For the nine least positive 
countries, some were not 


surprising, like Iraq, Yemen, 
Afghanistan and Haiti. For 
others at the bottom, Ar¬ 
menia at the second lowest 
spot, Georgia and Lithu¬ 
ania, misery is something a 
little more ephemeral. 
“Feeling unhappy is part 
of the national mentality 
here,” said Agaron Adibeki- 
an, a sociologist in the Ar¬ 
menian capital, Yerevan. 
“Armenians like being 
mournful; fhere have 
been so many upheav¬ 
als in the nation's history. 
The Americans keep their 
smiles on and avoid shar¬ 
ing their problems with oth¬ 
ers. And the Armenians feel 
ashamed about being suc¬ 
cessful.” 

But he said skeptics 
shouldn't undervalue the 
expression of positive emo¬ 
tion as an important phe¬ 
nomenon in and of itself. 
“Those expressions are a 
reality, and that's exactly 
what we're trying to quan¬ 
tify,” he said. “I think there is 
higher positive emotionality 
in these countries.” 

Some Latin Americans 
said the poll hit something 
fundamental about their 
countries: a habit of focus¬ 
ing on posivites such as 
friends, family and religion 
despite daily lives that can 
be grindingly difficult. 
Carlos Martinez sat around 
a table with 11 fellow con¬ 
struction workers in a Pan¬ 
ama City restaurant shar¬ 
ing a breakfast of corn 
empanadas, fried chicken 
and coffee before head¬ 
ing to work on one of the 
hundreds of new buildings 
that have sprouted dur¬ 
ing a yearslong economic 
boom driven in large part 
by the success of the Pan¬ 
ama Canal. The boom has 
sent unemployment plung¬ 
ing, but also increased traf¬ 
fic and crime. Martinez pro¬ 
nounced himself unhappy 
with rising crime but “happy 
about my family.”Q 



Children play in the water in Asuncion Bay, Paraguay. A poll released Wednesday of nearly 150,000 
people around the world says seven of the world’s 10 countries with the most upbeat attitudes are 
in Latin America. Gallup Inc. asked about 1,000 people in each of 148 countries last year if they 
were well-rested, had been treated with respect, smiled or laughed a lot, learned or did something 
interesting and felt feelings of enjoyment. In Panama and Paraguay, 85 percent of those polled 
said yes to all five, putting those countries at the top of the list. 

(AP Photo/Jorge Saenz) 






















A milestone for AAA! 

Aruba Airport welcomed its 1 millionth passenger! 



ORANJESTAD - On December 19, 2012 on board 
of JetBlue flight 773 from Boston, arrived Queen 
Beatrix International Airport’s 1 millionth passen¬ 
ger: Mrs. Marjien Krizek. Aruba Airport Authority 
N.V. (AAA) prepared a surprise arrival ceremo¬ 
ny for Mrs. Krizek who was accompanied by her 
husband Radek Krizek. The 1 millionth passenger 
was greeted by the Management Team of AAA 
accompanied by the local press who were ea¬ 
ger to meet the lucky visitor. 


This is the first time that AAA has reached and 
surpassed 1 million paying passengers in the 
course of one calendar year. “Such a milestone 
has to be celebrated”, were the words of the 
very proud CEO of AAA Mr. Peter Steinmetz. “All 
our combined efforts are paying off! The beau¬ 
tification and constant upgrading of our airport, 
the dedicated service by our employees and 
our airline marketing efforts together with the 
minister of Tourism, ATA, AHATA and other part¬ 


ners all contributed to this great milestone”. 

The couple from New Hampshire, who were on 
their 4th visit to Aruba received VIP treatment 
while at the airport accompanied by some nice 
gifts for them to enjoy while on the island. Addi¬ 
tionally they received a Round Trip ticket back 
to Aruba in 2013 along with Hotel Accommo¬ 
dation. AAA thanks all its employees as well for 
this milestone and wishes to see this nice couple 
very soon again on the islandlQ 
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Asian Bistro 


Located at South Beach Centre | Palm Beach 55, Aruba | Tel: 586 3888 | Fax: 586 8883 


LUNCH SPECIAL 
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In the luxurious Renaissance 
Convention Center: 


Celebrate New 
Year’s Eve in style 
with Rlife LIVE Party! 



ORANJESTAD- As part of Re¬ 
naissance Hotels’ “Live Life 
to Discover” platform, more 
than 100 properties around 
the world will celebrate 
2013 with a unique RLife 
LIVE experience when the 
clock strikes midnight. On 
December 31st from 8pm 
till lam Renaissance Con¬ 
vention Center will be the 
meeting point for the best 
New Years Eve celebra¬ 
tion on our island. What's 
better then to start a New 
Year in a unique ambience 
with friends and family, 
were special decoration 
is the centerpiece and will 
provide the perfect setting 
for an unforgettable New 


Year's Eve celebration. En¬ 
trance fee for this celebra¬ 
tion is $170 for adults and 
children between the ages 
of 5 and 12 will pay only 
$45. Your New Years Eve 
event fee includes a dinner 
party, premium open bar 
and live entertainment by 
NBO. At midnight there will 
be a firework show and a 
toast with fine champagne 
to welcome the New Year. 
For reservations please call 
5836000 - ext 6404 -6403 
or contact your navigator 
desk. For more info please 
visit www.renaissancea- 
ruba.com, find us on Face- 
book or follow Renaissance 
Aruba Resort on Twitter. □ 
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Tony Roma’s Aruba launches tantilizing new menu! 


PALM BEACH - It all started 
back in 1972 in North Miami 
when TONY opened his first 
place... One week-end he 
threw some Baby Back Ribs 
on the grill and the rest is 
history. 

Considered the pioneer of 
Baby Back Ribs, Tony Ro¬ 
ma’s can now be found all 
over the world. With nearly 
200 restaurants in 32 coun¬ 
tries, the sensation that 
Tony started has become 
a worldwide success story. 
Tony Roma’s is committed 
to serving the best ribs any¬ 
where. 

But the Tony Roma's story 
does not end with ribs. Crisp, 
fresh salads, mouth water¬ 
ing char-grilled steaks, and 
delicious, custom-topped 
seafood make up a menu 
that is sure to please. 
Today, Tony Roma’s Aruba, 
General Manager Frank 
Kelly together with Calvert 
Cillie our Chef, Giovy Lu- 
idens and Garvey Raven 
our Restaurant Manager 
and his complete staff 
wants to introduce some 
delicious new appetizers, 
entrees and dessert in our 
delicious menu. 

Our New Appetizers in¬ 
clude the crispy calamari, 
steak & wild mushroom flat- 


bread, and the red hot buf¬ 
falo wings. 

For New Entrees, try our 
calamari caesar salad, 
basil pesto & vegetable 
linguine, wild mushroom 
havarti burger, memphis 
burger, steakhouse burg¬ 
er, sun-dried blue cheese 
burger, and the filet medal¬ 
lions! 

Last but not least, our New 
Dessert is the delicious key 
lime tart! 

TONY ROMA’S is Open for 
Lunch and Dinner 12:00 PM 
to 11:00 PM. Come and en¬ 
joy our outdoor patio or in¬ 
side dining! Experience the 
best drink specials Hand- 
Shaken Romaritas cock¬ 
tails at the 360 bar & watch 
your favorite sports on the 
flat screen TVsO 







Marriott Recreation Team enjoys Amazonia hospitality 

PALM BEACH - Chiming 
wine glasses and spontane¬ 
ous cheers escorted dinner 
at Amazonia Churrascaria 
as the animated recreation 
crew from both Marriott 
Ocean Club and the Mar¬ 
riott Surf Club got together 
to celebrate the holidays in 
community. 

The talented people who 
keep guests entertained 
at Aruba’s premier resorts, 
entertained each other this 
time, over delicious food, 
sampling the restaurant’s 
unlimited and extravagant, 

50-item fresh seasonal 
salad bar, as well as the 
unlimited meats, carved 
tableside by the roam¬ 
ing gauchos who offer 15 
different cuts of fire-roast¬ 
ed beef, pork, lamb and 
chicken, accompanied 
by the restaurant’s popu¬ 
lar side dishes and sauces. 

Pictured here, snap shots 
from a sumptuous, much 
enjoyed event. □ 
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Westin Resort & Casino hosts 12/12/12 weddings! 

PALM BEACH - The beach¬ 
es of Aruba were graced 
with several 12/12/12 wed¬ 
dings—a popular date 
chosen by many brides 
and grooms this year for 
its special numeric signifi¬ 
cance that many deter¬ 
mine as “lucky." At the 
Westin Resort & Casino, 

Aruba Elsa Paez and Anto¬ 
nio de Leppe was one of 
two couples celebrating 
their nuptials on this day. 

The couple opted for a sim¬ 
ple yet refined ceremony 
at sunset, surrounded by 
close friends and family. A 
toast at sunset marked this 
perfect day. 

The Westin Resort & Casino, 

Aruba is one of the island's 
leading destination wed¬ 
ding resorts, with an events 
team dedicated to helping 
couples plan and execute 
their dream wedding, and 
just as no two couples are 
alike, the team at the Wes¬ 




tin endeavors to help tailor wants, taste, and budget 
each wedding to suit the of each couple.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!” 
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□RANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home at 


MerryweQther has a love 
and passion tor fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, wlhaI our local 
waters have to offer, and 
who! the words "fresh sea¬ 
food" really mean. 

Whal Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
ihe some day. Herby loves 
to share hfe fishing passion 
wilh (he many visitors to the 
island. His Reel of c 35 ft. 


driftwood Fishing Chaffers, 
the successful fishermen 
oF the established seaFood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oronjestad. 

□rilfwOad owner Herby 


Twin Engine Bertram yochi 
and a 30 It. Twin Engine 
Posl yacht, appropriately 
called ta Dri(lwood I and li. 
is avertable for charters on 
a daily basis From Sam Fa 

12 noon and Tram 1 pm to 




WtortA'i oMnH LlfHHS Mafte Gttup Blue Marlin RHcar* lOvtrtOrtwM 200? 


5pm, 

Cofch your own dinner 

A charier includes: 
captain. male. pH fishing 
equipment, boil, sodas and 
bottled water. On a fui day 
charier sandwiches and 
snacks ore also included. 
You con call Herby directly 
al (297) 592 *&+£> or go fa 
www.drittwa cdaruba.com. 

brill wood Restaurant 


This authentic Arubon sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic dDwnldwn 
Oranjesiod. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driffwood offers 
daily specials, as well os a 
deScious 4-course menu Far 
just $25.95 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rales: 

$400-1/2 day 


$ 760 - fun day 
Rotes per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 
Aulheniic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Kiipsfraat 12. 
Downtown Orunestaa 

Tel: 1297)583 2515 

www.driFrwoodarvjQO.COnv 

Opening hours: every day. 
from 5 prrt lil lD: 30 pm. 

Sunday Closed. 














































Fehr says 
players 

waiting for NHL 
to resume talks 

TORONTO (AP) — Donald 
Fehr and the players' as¬ 
sociation are ready to get 
back to the bargaining 
table at any moment. They 
are now just waiting for the 
NHL to feel the same way. 
“(We aren’t talking) be¬ 
cause the owners have not 
indicated a desire to re¬ 
sume,” the NHLPA's execu¬ 
tive director said Wednes¬ 
day night before a charity 
hockey game. “We’ve indi¬ 
cated any number of times 
that we’re willing to resume 
when they are (and) we’re 
willing to resume without 
preconditions. 

“So we're waiting to hear 
back from them." 

The sides haven’t negotiat¬ 
ed with one another since 
Dec. 6 in New York, when 
talks broke down. They 
also met with a U.S. fed¬ 
eral mediator for two days 
in New Jersey last week 
and reported no progress. 
Since then, there has been 
only limited contact be¬ 
tween the sides, including 
a brief email exchange on 
Wednesday. 

The NHL believes that ne¬ 
gotiations should resume 
only when there is some¬ 
thing new to say. 

“I don’t think either party 
is refusing a meeting,” NHL 
deputy commissioner Bill 
Daly said in an email. “But 
unless there is an indica¬ 
tion one side or the other is 
prepared to move or has a 
new idea to move the pro¬ 
cess forward — and so far 
neither side has indicated 
— I am not sure what we 
would do at the meeting. 
“What is the agenda? Who 
is directing the conversa¬ 
tion? We don’t have any¬ 
thing new to say right now." 


Continued on Page 21 
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Former heavyweight champion Mike Tyson acknowledges the 
crowd before the weigh-in for a welterweight fight between 
Manny Pacquiao and Juan Manuel Marquez, Friday, Dec. 7, 
2012, in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 

Tyson, Sugar Ray, Mills 
Lane to NV Boxing Hall 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Mike Tyson, Sugar Ray Leonard, Oscar 
De La Hoya, Larry Holmes and Julio Cesar Chavez head 
the inaugural class of the Nevada Boxing Hall of Fame. 
Promoters Bob Arum and Don King and referee Mills Lane 
were among the other total of 18 inductees announced 
at a news conference Wednesday in North Las Vegas. 
Mike McCallum and Diego Corrales round out the field 
of seven boxers along with two trainers, Eddie Futch and 
Freddie Roach. 

Broadcaster Al Bernstein and long-time Las Vegas Review- 
Journal writer Royce Feour join the first class, with former 
Nevada Athletic Commission executive director Marc 
Ratnerand longtime commissioner James Nave. 

Former commissioner Sig Rogich and billionaire investor 
Kirk Kerkorian of MGM fame enter as special contributors. 
An induction ceremony and dinner is planned sometime 
next year.Q 

7 sports seek inclusion 
for 2020 Olympics by IOC 

LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) — Leaders of 
seven sports bodies have made their pitch to the 
International Olympic Committee for inclusion at the 2020 
Summer Games. 

Bidders gave presentations to the IOC’s program 
commission Wednesday, following visits by an Olympic 
delegation to their top-level events. 

The newly merged baseball and softball confederation is 
competing with karate, roller sports, squash, sportclimbing, 
wakeboard and wushu for one place on the 2020 slate. 
The program panel will deliver a report to a May meeting 
of the IOC Executive Board, which is set to recommend 
a sport for inclusion. 

A final vote of IOC members will confirm the successful 
candidate at their annual gathering in September, in 
Buenos Aires. 

The 2020 Olympics host will be chosen at the same meeting. 
The candidates are Istanbul, Madrid and Tokyo.Q 


Rebensburg wins giant 
slalom race in Are 



Germany's Viktoria Rebensburg celebrates winning after finishing the second run of the FIS Alpine 
Ski World Cup women's giant slalom in Are, Sweden, on Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2012. 

Associated Press 


OLIVER GRASSMAN 
Associated Press 
ARE, Sweden (AP) — Viktoria 
Rebensburg won the 
women's giant slalom World 
Cup race on Wednesday 
to break Slovenian Tina 
Maze’s winning streak in the 
discipline. 

Under floodlights, the 
German two-time 

defending champion in 
the discipline clocked the 
best opening run and then 
managed to hold on to her 
lead in the second to win in 
a total time of two minutes, 
28.94 seconds. 

Austrian Anna Fenninger 
was second, 0.62 behind. 

“I have been in good shape 
the last couple of weeks, 
even though Courchevel 
where I finished 15th (last 
week) wasn't that good," 
Rebensburg said of her 
improving form. “Today 
I tried to push and ski as 
good as possible. I knew 
I’ve been going in the right 
direction.” 

Maze, who had arrived in 
the Swedish resort with four 
consecutive giant slalom 
wins this season, was third. 
The Slovenian racer was 


0.91 behind the winner. 
After taking a convincing 
lead in the first run, 
Rebensburg recovered 
from a severe mistake in 
the second to hold on for 
the win. 

“I just tried to fight back in 
the course, I thought the 
speed wasn’t gone and 
I knew I was one second 
ahead. I kept pushing,” she 
said. 

It was the ninth World Cup 
victory for Rebensburg, and 
her eighth in giant slalom. 
She finished on the podium 
in GS races at St Moritz and 
Aspen this season. 

Despite ending her winning 
streak, Maze still added 
to her overall World Cup 
lead after she moved to 
859 points, 351 ahead of 
German Maria Hoefl-Riesch 
in second place. 

“The first run was not what 
I wanted, I was quite 
disappointed with that 
one. It was hard to find the 
speed,” Maze said. “It's 
hard to always make a 
perfect run. 

“Still, I’m happy with my 
performance today. I 
hope to do a good slalom 


tomorrow. Tomorrow is 
another 100 points.” 

Maze attributed her form 
this season to a gradual 
improvement in her skiing. 
“It’s year by year that 
I’ve been doing better. 
Last year, I was second 
(overall)... (But) last season 
was the hardest ever for 
me. I was always there but 
never on top (of a race), I 
think I was one hundreth 
behind once.” 

Overall champion Lindsey 
Vonn was absent from 
the event, having opted 
for a mid-season break 
to fully recover from an 
intestinal illness. In March, 
the American clinched 
her fourth overall title by 
winning the giant slalom 
race here. □ 
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Notre Dame’s Kelly wins AP coach of the year 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer 
SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) - 

After two seasons as Notre 
Dame coach, Brian Kelly 
decided he wasn’t spend¬ 
ing enough time doing the 
best part of his job: coach¬ 
ing players. 

Kelly changed that in 2012, 
and he shuffled his staff. 
Then, with Kelly more in 
tune to his team and the 
assistants in sync with the 
head coach, Notre Dame 
went from unranked to top- 
ranked. 

For leading the Fighting Irish 
to the BCS championship 
for the first time, Kelly was 
voted Associated Press col¬ 
lege football coach of the 
year. 

“’When you're talking 
about the coach of the 
year, there’s so many things 
that go into it,” Kelly said. 
”1 know it’s an individual 
award and it goes to one 
guy, but the feelings that I 
get from it is you're building 
the right staff, that you’ve 
got the right players and 
to me that is a validation of 
the program. That you put 
together the right business 
plan.” 

Kelly received 25 votes 
from the AP college foot¬ 
ball poll panel. Penn State’s 
Bill O'Brien was second with 
14 votes. Stanford’s David 
Shaw (four), Texas A&M’s 
Kevin Sumlin (three), Kan¬ 
sas State’s Bill Snyder (two) 
and Alabama's NickSaban 
(one) also received votes. 
Kelly is the first Notre Dame 
coach to win the AP award, 
which started in 1998. 

Of course, the Irish haven’t 
played for a national 
championship since 1988 
and spent much of the 
past two decades trying 
to find a coach who could 
restore a program that 
was becoming a relic of its 
proud past. 

It turns out Kelly was the an¬ 


swer. 

Fie arrived in 2010 after two 
decades spent climbing 
the coaching ladder and 
winning big everywhere 
he worked. But in the world 
of college football, Notre 
Dame is a long way from 
Grand Valley State - where 
Kelly won Division II national 
titles - and Cincinnati, his 
previous stop, for that mat¬ 
ter. ”1 think the job tends 
to distract you,” Kelly said 
earlier this week. "There 
are a lot of things that pull 
you away from the primary 
reason why you want to 
be head coach of Notre 
Dame, and that is gradu¬ 
ate your players and play 
for a national champion¬ 
ship. "Now, to do that you 
have to have the pulse of 
your football team and 



In this Sept. 15, 2012, file photo, Notre Dame coach Brian Kelly 
smiles on the sideline during the first quarter of an NCAA college 
football game against Michigan State in East Lansing, Mich. 

Associated Press 


you've got to have rela¬ 
tionships with your play¬ 
ers. If you're already going 
around the country do¬ 
ing other things other than 
working with your football 
team, it’s hard to have the 
pulse of your team.” 
"That’s why I got into this. 

I want to develop 18 to 21 
year olds. My development 
as the head coach at 
Notre Dame this year has 
been about getting back 
to why you would want to 
coach college players. You 
want to learn about them; 
you want to know their 
strengths and weaknesses; 
you want to help them with 
leadership skills; you want 
to help them when they’re 
not feeling confident in 
their ability.□ 
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NBA Capsules 

Wade, James carry Heat past Timberwolves, 103-92 



Miami Heat’s Dwyane Wade, foreground, is fouled by Minnesota 
Timberwolves’ Dante Cunningham as Wade goes to the basket 
during the half of an NBA basketball game Tuesday, Dec 18, 
2012, in Miami. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — Dwyane 
Wade scored 24 points, 
LeBron James added 22 
points and 11 assists and 
the Miami Heat survived a 
huge rebounding differen¬ 
tial to beat the Minnesota 
Timberwolves 103-92 on 
Tuesday night. 

Chris Bosh scored 15 points 
and Mario Chalmers add¬ 
ed 12 for the Heat, who 
gave up 21 of the game’s 
first 24 rebounds and 
wound up getting beaten 
52-24 on the boards — yet 
still won. 

Andrei Kirilenko scored 
22 for Minnesota, which 
played without guard Ricky 
Rubio, who’s being eased 
back after recovering from 
knee surgery. The Timber¬ 
wolves dropped their sec¬ 
ond straight. Kevin Love 
finished with 11 points and 
18 rebounds, and Nikola 
Pekovic had a 18-point, 
12-rebound effort for the 
Timberwolves. 

James topped the 20-point 
mark for the 27th straight 
regular-season game and 
43rd straight overall. 

LAKERS 101, BOBCATS 100 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kobe 
Bryant scored four of his 
30 points in the final 1:26 
and the Lakers overcame 
an 18-point third-quarter 
deficit to hand Charlotte its 
12th straight loss. 

Jodie Meeks and Metta 
World Peace each had 17 
points for the Lakers, who 
won their third straight to 
match their longest win¬ 
ning streak of the season. 
Pau Gasol, back after miss¬ 
ing eight games with tendi¬ 
nitis in both knees, had 10 
points and nine rebounds 
in 30 minutes and shot 3 for 
10 . 


World Peace was not in the 
starting lineup for the first 
time after starting the first 
25 games. Reserve center 
Jordan Hill missed his third 
straight game because of 
back spasms. 

Kemba Walker led Char¬ 
lotte with 28 points, reserve 
Ramon Sessions added 20 
and Gerald Henderson had 
19. Byron Mullens finished 
with 17 rebounds and 13 
points. 

HAWKS 100, WIZARDS 95, OT 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Lou 
Williams scored a season- 
high 24 points and Josh 
Smith had 17 points and 13 
rebounds to lead Atlanta 
past Washington in over¬ 
time. 

Atlanta (15-7) has won all 
three meetings with the 


Wizards (3-19) this season. 
After Washington took a 
93-92 lead on a jumper 
by Earl Barron with 3:05 to 
play in overtime, the Hawks 
scored six straight points — 
capped by DeShawn Ste¬ 
venson’s 3-pointer — to go 
up five with 1:29 to play. 
Stevenson and Al Horford 
each made 1 of 2 free 
throws, and then Jordan 
Crawford, who had a triple¬ 
double with 27 points, 11 re¬ 
bounds and 11 assists, hit a 
jumper with 48 seconds left 
to pull Washington to 98-95. 
Nene had ajumper blocked 
by Smith with 9 seconds to 
play, and Kyle Korver made 
two free throws to cap the 
scoring. 

JAZZ 92, NETS 90 

NEW YORK (AP) — Mo Wil¬ 


liams scored 19 points, Al 
Jefferson had 16 points and 
11 rebounds, and Utah held 
on to beat Brooklyn. 

Utah turned it over on two 
inbounds passes in the final 
31 seconds, the last lead¬ 
ing to a Nets steal. They 
pushed it up and got a po¬ 
tential go-ahead 3-pointer 
from Gerald Wallace that 
missed. The Jazz escaped 
when Reggie Evans’ follow 
shot was no good as time 
expired. 

Derrick Favors added 13 
points against his former 
franchise for the Jazz, who 
improved to just 5-10 on the 
road. 

Joe Johnson scored 21 
points for the Nets, who led 
for most of the game and 
by as many as 13 points be¬ 
fore dropping their second 
straight. 

BULLS 100, CELTICS 89 
CHICAGO (AP) — Luol 
Deng and Carlos Boozer 
scored 21 points apiece, 
Joakim Noah had a triple¬ 
double for Chicago. 

Noah had 11 points, 13 re¬ 
bounds and a career high- 
tying 10 assists for his sec¬ 
ond career triple-double, 
and the Bulls evened a 101 - 
95 home loss to Boston on 
Nov. 12. 

Nate Robinson scored 18 
points for Chicago and 
keyed a fourth-quarter 
surge that put the game 
out of reach. 

Rajon Rondo led the Celtics 
with 26 points and eight as¬ 
sists. Paul Pierce added 16 
points. 

Boston has lost a season- 
high three straight games, 
all on the road. 

The Bulls improved to 4-2 
in the second of back-to- 
back games this season. 
Chicago bounced back 


from a loss at Memphis on 
Monday, putting up their 
lowest point total in five 
seasons. 

RAPTORS 113, CAVALIERS 
99 

CLEVELAND (AP) — Jose 
Calderon scored a season- 
high 23 points, and Toronto 
won on the road for the 
second time this season. 
The Raptors snapped an 
11-game skid on the road, 
winning away from home 
for the first time since Nov. 
13 when they beat Indi¬ 
ana. Toronto, which is 2-14 
on the road, has also won 
three in a row for the first 
time this season. 

Alan Anderson hit three 
3-pointers in the fourth 
quarter and finished with 18 
points. 

Amir Johnson scored 17 
points and DeMar DeRozan 
added 16. 

Kyrie Irving, coming off a 
career-high 41 points Sat¬ 
urday, scored 23 points for 
Cleveland. The reigning 
rookie of the year, currently 
playing with a broken bone 
in his jaw, is wearing a pro¬ 
tective mask. 

BUCKS 98, PACERS 93 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Bran¬ 
don Jennings scored 13 of 
his 34 points in the fourth 
quarter and Monta Ellis had 
19 points, leading Milwau¬ 
kee past Indiana. 

Jennings scored four 
straight points midway 
through the fourth quarter 
to give the Bucks an 89-85 
lead with 4:10 remaining. 
Paul George drove the 
lane for Indiana for a dunk 
to cut the lead to two, but 
Jennings responded with 
a 3-pointer from the top of 
the key with 3:30 remaining 
to give the Bucks a 92-87 
lead.Q 


Mcllroy wins US golf writers’ award 


HOUSTON (AP) — Rory Mcllroy is the near 
unanimous choice as the best male player 
by the Golf Writers Association of America. 
Mcllroy received 190 out of the 194 votes 
cast by GWAA members. 

Three votes went to FedEx Cup champion 
Brandt Snedeker, and the other went to Ti¬ 
ger Woods. Mcllroy previously won player 
of the year awards from the U.S. PGA Tour, 
European Tour, PGA of America and Brit¬ 


ish-based Association of Golf Writers. 

The GWAA said on Wednesday that Stacy 
Lewis was voted best female player with 
79 percent of the vote, while double ma¬ 
jor winner Roger Chapman won the senior 
player award with 60 percent of the vote. 
This is the fourth time in the last five years 
that the GWAA award has gone to a Euro¬ 
pean player.Q 



This March 4, 2012 file photo shows Rory Mcllroy holding the 
trophy after winning the Honda Classic golf tournament in 
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 

Associated Press 
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Facing star back Peterson a tall task for Texans 


By KRISTIE RIEKEN 
AP Sports Writer 
HOUSTON (AP) - The Hous¬ 
ton Texans can’t help but 
be impressed by what 
Minnesota Vikings running 
back Adrian Peterson is ac¬ 
complishing this season. 

On Sunday when they 
face the Vikings, the Tex¬ 
ans want to make sure they 
aren't on the wrong end of 
history. Peterson enters the 
game against Houston just 
188 yards shy of becom¬ 
ing the seventh 2,000-yard 
rusher in NFL history. 

"This year he’s definitely 
the best,” veteran Houston 
linebacker Bradie James 
said. "I played against 
Ricky Williams in his hey¬ 
day when he would just run 
over everybody. I played 
against the Bus (Jerome 
Bettis), the Bus was great 
in short yardage. I played 
against Mike Alstott. I 
played against all these 
guys, and what Adrian Pe¬ 
terson is doing right now, I 
hadn’t seen it before.” 
"We don't want to be 
on the end of his record 
setting,” he continued. 


"We've got to do our job 
and really not get caught 
up in all that.” 

The Texans (12-2) need a 
win to secure both a first- 
round bye and home-field 
advantage throughout the 
AFC playoffs. To do that 
they'll have to slow Pe¬ 
terson, the NFL's leading 
rusher. 

"It’s going to be the big¬ 
gest challenge we’ve had 
around here in a while,” 
Houston coach Gary Ku- 
biak said. 

The Texans’ defense led by 
star defensive end J.J. Watt 
is fifth in the NFL in yards 
rushing allowed a game 
with 93.2 - and Peterson is 
averaging 129.4. But he’s 
been even more dominant 
of late, averaging 162.4 
yards over the last eight 
games with two 200-yard 
performances. 

"Peterson is a great run¬ 
ning back,” Watt said. 
"He’s playing as good as 
anyone in the league right 
now.” When asked how to 
slow Peterson down. Watt 
had a simple answer. 
"Tackle him,” he said with 


a chuckle. "We just need 
to play sound defense and 
execute our assignments 
and we’ll be just fine.” 
That’s certainly easier said 
than done, and Kubiak is 


a bit concerned because 
he thought his team didn’t 
tackle very well in Sunday’s 
29-17 win over Colts. He 
said that he’s putting extra 
emphasis on better tack¬ 
ling with Peterson coming 


to town. 

He's also hoping the Tex¬ 
ans adjust well to facing a 
run-first team after weeks 
of dealing with pass-happy 
offenses. 


"The thing that's really dif¬ 
ficult is we've been playing 
teams that are a lot differ¬ 
ent,” Kubiak said. "We've 
been playing teams that 
kind of spread us out, throw 
the ball. Now all of the sud¬ 


den we've got to line up 
and tackle the best in foot¬ 
ball. So we’ve got our work 
cut out for us.” 

It isn’t just the defensive 
front that is concerned 
about Peterson. Houston’s 
secondary knows the en¬ 
tire defense must be aware 
of what Peterson is doing at 
all times. Houston's defen¬ 
sive backs know the Vikings 
could hurt them through 
the air, but with a passing 
offense that ranks last in the 
league, they're much more 
worried about the running 
game. 

"Obviously he can’t score 
a touchdown without run¬ 
ning past the back end, 
and we know the second¬ 
ary is the last line of de¬ 
fense,” cornerback Johna¬ 
than Joseph said. "You 
have to be on top of your 
tackling game 100 percent 
this week.” Houston’s de¬ 
fense could get a boost this 
week by the return of line¬ 
backer Brooks Reed, who 
started the first 11 games 
for Houston before missing 
the last three with a groin 
injury .□ 



Minnesota Vikings running back Adrian Peterson (28) breaks free 
for an 82-yard touchdown run during the second quarter of an 
NFL football game against the St. Louis Rams Sunday, Dec. 16, 
2012, in St. Louis. 

Associated Press 



Pittsburgh Penguins' Sidney Crosby, left, listens as Don Fehr, 
executive director for the National Hockey League Players 
Associations, peaks to reporters, Thursday, Dec. 6, 2012 in New 
York. 


Continued from Page 17 

Fehr said he likes the idea 
put forward by Winnipeg 
Jets defenseman Ron Hain- 
sey that the same parties 
who met two weeks ago 
return to the bargaining ta¬ 
ble, along with himself and 
NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman. Progress was 
made during a session that 
included four new owners 
and a number of players, 
including Sidney Crosby. 
“That seems like it might 
work if the owners are inter¬ 
ested in it,” Fehr said. 
However, Daly indicated 
that doesn’t hold much ap¬ 
peal to the NHL. 

He created a stir earlier 
Wednesday when he made 


an appearance on CBC’s 
Hockey Night In Canada 
Radio and was asked to 


Associated Press 

give a yes or no answer on 
whether there would be an 
agreement in time to save 


the season. 

Daly said, “Yes.” “That's 
good news,” Fehr said in 
response. “I’m glad to hear 
that. I certainly hope he’s 
right. That’s the players’ 
goal, that's what we want 
to try and do. “Hopefully, 
we'll get back together 
and negotiate out the 
remaining issues as soon 
as possible." The NHL has 
insisted on getting in at 
least a 48-game sched¬ 
ule — the same number 
it had after the 1994-95 
lockout — which means 
an agreement will need 
to be reached by the mid¬ 
dle of January. More than 
500 regular-season games 
through Dec. 30 have al¬ 
ready been wiped off the 


schedule and further can¬ 
cellations are expected to 
be made by the end of the 
week. Fehr expressed con¬ 
cern about the damage 
being caused by hockey’s 
fourth work stoppage in 20 
years. “Any time you are 
preventing the fans from 
watching the sport they 
dearly love, which provides 
the business that we’re all 
involved in, that's not a 
good thing," Fehr said. “It 
needs to be ended as soon 
as possible. We certainly 
hope we can do that. We 
certainly want to tell the 
fans we’re doing every¬ 
thing we can to do it. 
“Hopefully it'll be over 
soon. That's what we're try¬ 
ing to do."0 
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9/11 cancer study won’t settle debate over risks 


LINDSEY TANNER 
AP Medical Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — The most 
comprehensive study of 
potential World Trade Cen¬ 
ter-related cancers raises 
more questions than it an¬ 
swers and won’t end a de¬ 
bate over whether the at¬ 
tacks were really a cause. 
The study suggests possible 
links with prostate, thyroid 
and a type of blood can¬ 
cer among rescue and re¬ 
covery workers exposed to 
toxic debris from the terror¬ 
ist attacks. But there were 
few total cancers and 
even the study leaders say 
the results “should be inter¬ 
preted with caution.” 

The study involved nearly 
56,000 people enrolled in 
a registry set up to monitor 
health effects from those 
exposed to the aftermath 
of the trade center at¬ 
tacks. Most participants 
volunteered for enrollment, 
which could skew the re¬ 
sults if people who already 
had symptoms were more 
likely to enroll than health¬ 
ier people. 

Cancers diagnosed 

through 2008 were includ¬ 
ed in the study, but that’s 
just seven years after the 
2001 attacks, and cancer 
often takes longer to de¬ 
velop. People diagnosed 
with cancer before the at- 


(PR Newswire) 
WASHINGTON: Trust for 
America’s Health (TFAH) 
applauds House passage 
and urges swift Senate 
passage—before year’s 
end—of the Pandemic and 
All-Hazards Preparedness 
Reauthorization Act (PAH- 
PRA). 

The following is a statement 
from Jeff Levi, Executive Di¬ 
rector of TFAH. 

“In 2006, PAH PA greatly 
strengthened the nation’s 
preparedness and re¬ 
sponse planning. 

Now, in 2012, PAHPRA 
provides an opportunity 
to update the statute to 
more adequately address 
ongoing and emerging 
challenges in public health 
preparedness - and to 
ensure public health has 
the resources and support 
necessary to prepare for 


tacks were excluded from 
the study. 

Cancer rates were com¬ 
pared with those in the 
general New York state 
population. But the re¬ 
searchers had no data 
on whether people in the 
study had risk factors for 
getting cancer, including 
a strong family history, or if 
they had existing cancer 


that wasn’t detected until 
after the disaster. Partici¬ 
pants are being monitored 
for health issues and may 
have gotten more cancer 
screening than other peo¬ 
ple, which also could skew 
the results. 

The increased risks were 
seen only in rescue and re¬ 
covery workers, who likely 


and respond to a disease 
outbreak, severe weather 
event, act of terrorism or 
other public health emer¬ 
gency. 

It is important, in the final 
bill, that the Public Health 
and Emergency Prepared¬ 
ness (PHEP) Grant Pro¬ 
gram, Hospital Prepared¬ 
ness Program (HPP) and 
the Biomedical Advanced 
Research and Develop¬ 
ment Authority (BARDA) 
are reauthorized, as they 
provide vital funding to lo¬ 
cal and state public health 
departments to strengthen 
response capabilities, en¬ 
hance hospital prepared¬ 
ness and surge capac¬ 
ity and develop vaccines, 
drugs and other necessary 
countermeasures. 

In addition, the following 
provisions are essential 
to keeping communities 


had more direct, sustained 
contact with potential 
cancer-causing substanc¬ 
es in the dust, smoke and 
debris from the attacks. 
But cancers weren’t more 
common in workers who 
had the most exposure — a 
finding that would seem to 
contradict the theory that 
contact was the cause. 

The study comes just a few 


months after the federal 
government added doz¬ 
ens of types of cancer to 
a list of illnesses related to 
the trade center attacks 
that will be covered by a 
program to pay for health 
coverage. 

The study results “won’t set¬ 
tle the question because 
it's still too early,” said Dr. 


healthy and safe: 
Temporary Redeployment 
of Federally Funded Person¬ 
nel During a Public Health 
Emergency: The provision 
allows states and tribes to 
request from the Depart¬ 
ment of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) the author¬ 
ity to temporarily reassign 
public health personnel 
from other HHS-funded 
grant programs to respond 
to a major emergency. 
Children’s Preparedness: 
PAHPRA establishes the Na¬ 
tional Advisory Committee 
on Children and Disasters, 
which will provide pediatric 
preparedness recommen¬ 
dations. In addition, the 
bill takes significant steps 
toward ensuring Medical 
Countermeasure (MCM) 
research and develop¬ 
ment take into account the 
special needs of children. 


Thomas Farley, New York 
City’s health commissioner. 
“People are very, very in¬ 
terested in this topic and 
we thought it was impor¬ 
tant to get the data out 
that we have even though 
it is early.” 

Marijo Russell O'Grady, 
dean of students at Pace 
University’s New York City 
campus, was at her office 


near the trade center dur¬ 
ing the attacks. She also 
lives nearby, and said she 
worries about how expo¬ 
sure to choking dust, ash 
and an “overwhelming 
burnt plastic smell” might 
affect her family, including 
her then 1 1 /2 year-old son. 
They are all enrolled in the 
health registryO 


Enhancing Situational 
Awareness and Biosurveil¬ 
lance: The bill calls for co¬ 
ordination among U.S. bio¬ 
surveillance systems, which 
will heighten the nation's 
ability to respond to bio¬ 
terrorism and disease out¬ 
break. 

Carryover of Grant Use, 
Coordination: The bill gives 
HHS grantees limited abil¬ 
ity to carry over federal 
grants, which should pro¬ 
mote long-term planning 
by allowing for increased 
flexibility. 

TFAH looks forward to see¬ 
ing a bill on the President's 
desk before the end of 
the year." Today, TFAH 
also released the 10th an¬ 
nual Ready or Not? Report, 
which found that while 
there has been significant 
progress toward improving 
public health preparedness 



Health 

Checkup 


Gov. Perry asks 
cancer group to 
halt with grants 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Texas 
Gov. Rick Perry has asked 
the embattled Cancer Pre¬ 
vention and Research Insti¬ 
tute of Texas to stop giving 
grants until concerns about 
the agency are resolved. 
The institute controls the 
nation's second-largest pot 
of cancer research dollars, 
behind the federal Nation¬ 
al Institutes of Health. It was 
founded in 2009 with an 
unprecedented $3 billion in 
state money and promises 
of cancer breakthroughs. 
But a criminal investiga¬ 
tion, widespread criticism 
from scientists and the res¬ 
ignations of officials amid 
suggestions of politics and 
personal profit have come 
faster than medical discov¬ 
eries. Perry made his re¬ 
quest Wednesday in a let¬ 
ter to the cancer agency’s 
oversight committee. □ 

Merck suffering 
setback with it’s 
lung cancer drug 

BERLIN (AP) — German 
pharmaceutical company 
Merck KgaA says a late 
stage trial of a new lung 
cancer drug has failed to 
meet expectations. The 
company, based in Darm¬ 
stadt, says the drug Stimu- 
vax did not improve the 
overall survival of patients 
in the phase III study. Mer¬ 
ck shares fell 3.1 percent 
to €98.20 ($129.41) after 
the announcement early 
Wednesday. The com¬ 
pany is a separate entity 
from Merck & Co., which is 
based in the U.S. Q 


over the past 10 years, par¬ 
ticularly in core capabilities, 
there continue to be persis¬ 
tent gaps in the country’s 
ability to respond to health 
emergencies, ranging from 
bioterrorist threats to serious 
disease outbreaks to ex¬ 
treme weather events. The 
full report is available at 
http://healthyamericans. 
org/report/101/. □ 


TFAH gives statements on the PAHPRA 





In this Monday, Sept. 24, 2001 file photo, rescue workers examine the site of the Sept. 11, 2001 
World Trade Center terrorist attacks in New York. The most comprehensive study of potential World 
Trade Center-related cancers raises more questions than it answers and won’t end a debate over 
whether the attacks were really a cause. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren) 
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Instagram says user photos won’t appear in ads 



In this Monday, April 9,2012, file photo, Instagram is demonstrated 
on an iPhone, in New York. Associated Press 


By Barbara Ortutay 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) - In¬ 
stagram, the popular mo¬ 
bile photo-sharing service 
now owned byFacebook, 
said Tuesday that it will re¬ 
move language from its 
new terms of service sug¬ 
gesting that users’ photos 
could appear in advertise¬ 
ments. 

The language in question 
had appeared in updated 
policies announced Mon¬ 
day and scheduled to 
take effect Jan. 16. After 
an outcry on social media 
and privacy rights blogs, 
the company clarified that 
it has no plans to put users’ 
photos in ads. 

That said, Instagram main¬ 
tains that it was created 
to become a business and 
would like to experiment 
with various forms of adver¬ 
tisements to make money. 
Instagram doesn't currently 
run any ads. As of now, the 
free service has no way to 
make money and brings in 
no revenue to Facebook. 
“Our main goal is to avoid 
things likes advertising ban¬ 
ners you see in other apps 
that would hurt the Insta¬ 
gram user experience,” In¬ 
stagram co-founder Kevin 
Systrom wrote in a blog 
post Tuesday. 

What had riled users and 
privacy advocates was 
Instagram’s new assertion 


LAUREN E. BOHN 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — More 
than six decades since the 
discovery of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls — and thousands of 
years after they were writ¬ 
ten — Israel on Tuesday put 
5,000 images of the ancient 
biblical artifacts online in a 
partnership with Google. 
The digital library contains 


that it may now receive 
payments from businesses 
to use its members’ photos, 
user name and other data 
“in connection with paid or 
sponsored content or pro¬ 
motions, without any com¬ 
pensation” to them. 
Instagram didn't offer 
many details at the time. 
Its blog post on Monday 
made no mention of ads 
or other commercial ac¬ 
tivities, though it offered 
links to the new privacy 
policy and terms of service. 
Those documents spell out 
what the service could do, 
but say little about actual 
plans. Instead, Instagram 
merely said the changes 
will help its service “func¬ 
tion more easily as part of 
Facebook by being able to 
share info between the two 
groups.” Facebook Inc. 
also recently updated its 
privacy policy to allow for 
more integration with Insta¬ 
gram. “This means we can 
do things like fight spam 
more effectively, detect 
system and reliability prob¬ 
lems more quickly, and 
build better features for 
everyone by understand¬ 
ing how Instagram is used,” 
the earlier blog post said, 
adding that the updates 
also “help protect you, and 
prevent spam and abuse 
as we grow." 

Facebook bought Insta¬ 
gram in September for 


the Book of Deuteronomy, 
which includes the sec¬ 
ond listing of the Ten Com¬ 
mandments, and a portion 
of the first chapter of the 
Book of Genesis, dated to 
the first century B.C. 

Israeli officials said this is 
part of an attempt by the 
custodians of the cele¬ 
brated manuscripts — of¬ 
ten criticized for allowing 


$715.3 million, $300 mil¬ 
lion of it in cash and the 
rest in stock. Instagram’s 
new policy, which takes 
effect Jan. 16, suggests 
that Facebook wants to 
integrate Instagram into its 
ad-serving system. “These 
services are publicly ad¬ 
vertised as ‘free,’ but the 
free label masks costs to 
privacy, which include the 
responsibility of monitor¬ 
ing how these companies 
sell data, and even how 
they change policies over 
time," said Chris Hoofna- 
gle, director of Information 
Privacy Programs at the 
Berkeley Center for Law & 
Technology. The fast-grow¬ 
ing service has become a 
popular way to share pho¬ 
tos from cellphones. The 
Instagram app, available 
for the iPhone and Android 
devices, offers a variety of 
filters to give photos a retro 
feel or other look. Although 
many other apps also offer 
filters for enhancing photos, 
they don't offer the sharing 
features and community 
aspects of Instagram. 
Instagram has had a loy¬ 
al following since before 
Facebook bought it. The 
purchase worried some 
of the earliest fans of the 
service, who feared Face- 
book would swallow up 
their beloved community. 
Users must accept the new 
terms when they go into ef- 


them to be monopolized 
by small circles of scholars 
— to make them broadly 
available. 

“Only five conservators 
worldwide are authorized 
to handle the Dead Sea 
Scrolls," said Shuka Dorf- 
man, director of the Israel 
Antiquities Authority. “Now, 
everyone can touch the 
scroll on screen around the 
globe.” Last year, Google 
partnered with the Israel 
Museum to put five scrolls 
online.Q 


feet or leave the Instagram. 
Twitter users were vowing to 
cancel their Instagram ac¬ 
counts. They complained 
that the new terms would 
essentially let the service sell 
people’s photos for ads — 


something Instagram said 
Tuesday it doesn’t plan to 
do. Facebook’s stock price 
increased nearly 4 percent 
on Tuesday amid the Insta¬ 
gram ads chatter, to close 
at $27,710 
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a mediterranean speciality 
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Stocks fall as Wall Street waits for ‘cliff’ solution 


The Associated Press 

Stocks dipped Wednesday, 
recording their first loss of 
the week. President Barack 
Obama and Republicans 
in Congress sniped at each 
other, and a deadline to 
avoid sweeping tax in¬ 
creases and government 
spending cuts drew closer. 
General Motors stock 
surged after the govern¬ 
ment announced plans to 
sell its ownership stake in 
the company. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average closed down 
98.99 points, or 0.7 percent, 
at 13,251.97. The Standard 
& Poor's 500 index dropped 
10.98 points, or 0.8 percent, 
to 1,435.81. The Nasdaq 
composite index fell 10.17, 
or 0.3 percent, to 3,044.36. 
Obama said that he and 
House Speaker John Boeh- 
ner were “pretty close” to 
a deal to avoid the tax in¬ 
creases and spending cuts, 
a combination known as 
the “fiscal cliff.” The two 
sides have exchanged pro¬ 
posals this week. 

But the president also said 
that congressional Repub¬ 
licans keep finding “ways 
to say no as opposed to 
finding ways to say yes.” He 
said the nation deserves 
compromise in the after- 
math of the Connecticut 
school shooting. 

Boehner, speaking to re¬ 
porters for less than a min¬ 
ute and in a defiant tone, 
called on Obama to offer 
a deficit-cutting plan bal¬ 
anced between spending 
cuts and tax increases. 


He predicted that the 
House would pass his back¬ 
up plan, which calls for ex¬ 
tending decade-old tax 
cuts for Americans making 
less than $1 million per year. 
The White House has reject¬ 
ed that plan. 

The S&P 500 index had 
gained more than 2 per¬ 
cent over the previous 
two days in part because 


of optimism about a deal 
taking shape. The opti¬ 
mism seemed to melt on 
Wednesday, and stocks fin¬ 
ished near their lows for fhe 
day. 

GM soared $1.69, or 6.6 
percent, to $27.18 after 
the company said it would 
spend $5.5 billion to buy 
200 million shares of its own 
stock back from the fed¬ 


eral government. The gov¬ 
ernment pledged to sell the 
other 300 million GM shares 
it owns on the open market 
and shed its entire ownership 
stake in 12 to 15 months. The 
government got GM stock 
as part of a 2009 bailout. 
U.S. builders broke ground 
on fewer homes in Novem¬ 
ber after starting work in Oc¬ 
tober at the fastest pace in 


four years. Superstorm San¬ 
dy probably distorted the 
totals in the Northeast. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said builders began 
construction of houses and 
apartments at a season¬ 
ally adjusted annual rate of 
861,000. That was 3 percent 
less than October's annual 
rate of 888,000, the fastest 
since July 2008. 


Materials stocks fell just 0.5 
percent, less than the rest 
of the market. Industrials 
fell 0.7 percent. Elsewhere 
on Wall Street, telecom¬ 
munications stocks and 
health care stocks fared 
fhe worst, down 1.2 per¬ 
cent and 1.1 percent re¬ 
spectively. Oracle, which 
makes software for busi¬ 
nesses, jumped $1.21, 


or 3.7 percent, to $34.09 
after reporting stronger 
earnings as companies 
splurged on software and 
other technology. The 
yield on the benchmark 
10-year U.S. Treasury note 
fell 0.02 percentage point 
to 1.80 percent. The price 
of oil climbed $1.58, or 
1.8 percent, to $89.51 per 
barrel.□ 


Internet ad 
revenue up 
18 pet in 3Q 

NEW YORK (AP) — Inter¬ 
net advertising hit a new 
high in the third quarter 
as marketers continued to 
shift money from print and 
broadcasting. 

The $9.3 billion spent on In¬ 
ternet ads from July through 
September is an 18 percent 
increase from $7.8 billion at 
the same time last year, 
according to a breakdown 
released Wednesday by 
the accounting firm Price- 
waterhouseCoopers and 
the Internet Advertising Bu¬ 
reau, a trade group. 

The third-quarter total 
marks the highest ad vol¬ 
ume for any three-monfh 
period since 1995, when 
online marketing first be¬ 
gan to move to the Web. 
Another record is expected 
in the current quarter end¬ 
ing this month. 

Internet advertising more 
than doubles the amount 
in U.S. newspapers’ print 
advertising, which totaled 
$4.5 billion in the third quar¬ 
ter, according to the indus¬ 
try’s own figures. 

The upheaval has been 
driven by the growing num¬ 
ber of people who rely on 
computers and mobile de¬ 
vices to get information on 
the Internet. 

The increasing number of 
Internet ads helps subsidize 
many free online services, 
including search, email 
and social networkingO 



Floor official Nicholas Brigandi, center, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. Stocks 
dipped Wednesday, recording their first loss of the week. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 
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UOLU MMIES 


SAIL, 


SWIM A SWING! 


SNORKEL I * SUNSET SAIL 


DAILY 9:30am-1:30pm $57pp 
Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 




Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
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ONLY - Present coupon at boarding SBOw OlU#/3Sfm w U# 


DAILY 2:30-5:30pm $38pp I Mon & Fri 5-7pm $30pp 
Shorter version with Open I Open Bar included 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! | & Ropeswing! 

additional days upon request/seasonal 



tels between Holiday Inn and Marriott s ave $|Q per COUple/per C0UP0I1 for 
tion with other discount offers. Valid 1MI , 1(lti T lfl e \, lia t _ ___ „ MM | a , 

AAAB nilA morning cruise save $5 per couple/ 
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Kodak sells digital imaging patents for §525M 


er resolutions. Ventures and RPX Corp. tonio M. Perez, Kodak’s 

But by July 2011, it was try- Kodak spokesman Christo- chairman and CEO, in a 
ing to sell its 1,100 digital pher Veronda said each statement. “Our progress 



Eastman Kodak Co. employee Doug Kanous assembles a Kodak NexPress digital production 
printer at the graphic communications plant in Rochester, N.Y. (AP Photo/David Duprey) 


ROCHESTER, New York (AP) 

— Eastman Kodak is sell¬ 
ing its digital imaging pat¬ 
ents for about $525 million, 
money the struggling pho¬ 
to pioneer says will help it 
emerge from bankruptcy 
protection in the first half of 
next year. 

Apple Inc., Google Inc., 
Samsung Electronics Co., 
Research In Motion Ltd., 
Microsoft Corp., China's 
Huawei Technologies, 
Facebook Inc. and Ama¬ 
zon.com Inc. are among 
the 12 companies paying 
to license the 1,100 pat¬ 
ents, according to court fil¬ 
ings. Patents have become 
very valuable to digital de¬ 
vice makers, who want to 
protect themselves from 
intellectual property law¬ 
suits. But Kodak, which has 
been trying to make the 
sale happen for more than 
a year, wound up receiv¬ 
ing substantially less money 
than had been expected. 
Rochester, New York-based 
Eastman Kodak Co. said 
Wednesday that the pat¬ 
ent sale will help it repay 
a substantial amount of a 
loan it received under the 
bankruptcy process. It also 
satisfies a key condition of 
a new, cheaper $830 mil¬ 
lion loan package, which 
required that the patents 
be sold for at least $500 mil¬ 
lion. 

Founded in 1880, Kodak 
filed for bankruptcy pro¬ 
tection in January after a 
long struggle to stay rel¬ 
evant. First came compe¬ 
tition from Japanese com¬ 
panies, then the shift from 
film to digital photography 
over the past decade. Ko¬ 
dak failed to keep up. The 
once-mighty company, 
whose workforce peaked 
at 145,300 in 1988, said at 


the end of September that 
it expected to wind up with 
13,100 employees after an¬ 
other round of job cuts. 
Since filing for bankrupt¬ 
cy protection, Kodak has 
sold off several businesses, 
such as its online photo 
service, and said it would 
shut down other divisions, 
including the manufactur¬ 
ing of digital cameras. The 
company intends to focus 
on commercial and pack¬ 
aging printing. It sees home 
photo printers, high-speed 
commercial inkjet presses, 
software and packaging 
as the core of its business 
as it emerges from bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

Kodak began mining its 
patent portfolio for license 
revenue in 2008. In Janu¬ 
ary 2010, it sued Apple 
and RIM, saying that smart¬ 
phone makers infringed 
its patent for technology 
that lets a camera preview 
low-resolution versions of 
a moving image while re¬ 
cording still images at high- 


imaging patents. Analysts 
initially thought the port¬ 
folio could fetch between 
$2 billion and $3 billion. But 
Kodak struggled to find a 
buyer. 

The 12 licensees for Kodak's 
imaging patents were or¬ 
ganized by Intellectual 


licensee will pay a portion 
of the total cost and then 
have access to all the pat¬ 
ents. The deal also includes 
an agreement to settle 
patent-related litigation. 
The sale represents “anoth¬ 
er major milestone toward 
successful emergence" 
from bankruptcy, said An- 


has accelerated over the 
past several weeks as we 
prepare to emerge as a 
strong, sustainable com¬ 
pany.” 

Kodak will keep ownership 
of about 9,600 patents, fo¬ 
cused mostly on commer¬ 
cial imaging and printing 
technologies.Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 12/20 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Relatives 
4 "Jack _ could 
eat no fat..." 

9 Trench around 
a castle 
13 Singles 

15 Excuse 

16 Take apart 

17 1/12 of afoot 

18 Recluse 

19 Male deer 

20 "Beat it!” 

22 Singer Perry 

23 Children 

24 Grassland 
26 Wild flings 
29 Artistic 

34 Buckets 

35 Damp 

36 Prefix for sense 
or profit 

37 Landers and 
Romney 

38 Light sources 

39 "W” on a 
lightbulb 

40 Use a shovel 

41 Coasts along 
the runway 

42 Clementine’s 
dad, for one 

43 In hog heaven 

45 Fancy clothes 

46 Actress _ 
McClanahan 

47 Discover 

48 Long narrative 
51 New things 

56 Enthusiastic 

57 Chris of tennis 

58 "No, Vladimir!" 

60 Reason to wed 

61 Alaska’s Palin 

62 Equipment 

63 Vase-shaped 

jug 

64 In a devious 
way 

65 Moistureless 

DOWN 

1 Pond fish 

2 Travel lodges 

3 Less-popular 
chicken piece 

4 Crab Louie and 
coleslaw 


5 Trudges 

6 Orange peel 

7 Cain’s brother 

8 Hardworking; 
indefatigable 

9 Oman’s capital 

10 Climb 
mount 

11 West or 
Sandler 

12 Like take-out 
food 

14 Israel’s money 

21 Passes on 

25 Dine 

26 Black card 

27 Acute extreme 
anxiety 

28 Pieces of 
jewelry 

29 _ strips; part 
of a newspaper 

30 Tears 

31 Bananas 

32 Ballot caster 

33 Contest 
submission 

35 Calf-length skirt 

38 Tardiness 


39 _ up; bringing 
to a conclusion 

41 Plato’s T 

42 Candy on a 
pillow 

44 _ Joe’s; chain 
of specialty 
grocery stores 

45 Very dirty 


47 Wild 

48 Store event 

49 Declare openly 

50 Donate 

52 Egg-shaped 

53 Extremely 

54 Observed 

55 Scorch 
59 Attempt 
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Cruises produce huge 
amounts of waste 


Susan Salisbury 
© 2012 Cox Newspapers 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. - 

More than 230 cruise ships 
operate worldwide, often 
in pristine coastal waters. 
Many cruise lines offer ex¬ 
cursions to private islands 
where snorkeling to admire 
the coral reefs and marine 
life is one of the options. 

Yet the deep blue seas the 
ships navigate are being 
affected by vessels that 
travel back and forth on 
the same routes. 

The downside of the fun, 
food and entertainment 
is the enormous amount 
of sewage, food and gar¬ 
bage, wastewater from 
sinks, showers, laundries 
and kitchens and other 
wastes being discharged 
into the seas. 

The wastes from the "float¬ 
ing cities” pose a threat to 
fragile ecosystems, to sea 
life, and even to people en¬ 
joying a day at the beach, 
say the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and 
groups such as Bluewater 
Network, a coalition of 53 
environmental organiza¬ 
tions. 

A cruise ship with 3,000 
passengers can generate 
210,000 gallons of waste 
and sewage and 1 million 
gallons of gray water from 
showers and drains in a 
typical week, the EPA says. 
There are also discharges 
of bilge water which may 
contain oil, grease and 
other contaminants. 

The nation’s top three 
cruise ship departure ports 
are in Florida -- Miami, Fort 
Lauderdale and Cape Ca¬ 
naveral. 

One tool available when 
selecting a cruise is the 
Friends of the Earth's 2012 
Cruise Ship Report Card. 
The report card, the third 
from the non-profit, ranks 


FOR RENT 

Do you want to stay more day’s in 
Aruba? 

we have apts & houses for rent by 
days, week & months. Start $60 
p/day. 

Call: 733-6681 / 745-3510 
E-mail: marita.landa@gmail.com 

197999 


15 major cruise lines and 
148 cruise ships for their air 
and water pollution foot¬ 
print. The report card al¬ 
lows potential passengers 
to search by destination, 
by ship or simply identify 
the ships with the highest 
overall grades. 

To view the report card, go 
to foe.org/cruise-report- 
card. 

This year the group handed 
out its first "A” grade. Dis¬ 
ney Cruise Line’s overall 
grade of "A-minus” puts 
it in the "most improved” 
category again this year. 
All four Disney ships have 
advanced sewage treat¬ 
ment systems and three 
are equipped to plug in to 
shore-based power, which 


enables them to turn off 
diesel-burning engines. 
Disney joins five other lines 
that managed to improve 
their grades in the past two 
years. FOE spokeswoman 
Marcie Keever said that 
while many states have 
no-discharge zones near 
shore, that’s not the case 
at sea. About the only thing 
international law prohibits 
is plastic being discarded 
into the oceans. 

"Beyond three nautical 
miles, there are very, very 
few rules, especially for 
sewage and gray water 
from sinks, showers and 
kitchens. It can contain 
many of the same pollut¬ 
ants that sewage does,” 
Keever said. □ 


Caribbean Palm 
Village Resort 

Sale Weeks 51 and 52 
Good Selection Still Available 
Come Visit or Contact 
Sales.Cpv@hotmail.com 
USA 978 530 6077 
Aruba 297 592 0500, or 732 5392 


T*J: 502-O69T / 5&3-T464 
Schatlfljid str. 70 
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Ruby 37 

This well maintained 
property with beautiful 
views on 691 m 2 of land is 
located in North. 

The property comes with 
swimming pooljacuzzi, 
alarm system, landscaped 
garden, covered back patio, 
garage, 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms 

This property is available 

right away! 


Ontuifc 



tMi 


21 


Best & Solid Real Estate 


US $ 875. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 



FOR SALE 

Timeshare For Sale 

2 weeks at the Marriott Aruba Surf 
Club 

2 Br/2 B lock out unit 
Platinum time- ocean view 
NDZ1543@verison.net 
73266 87448 (US) 

_197996 

FOR RENT 

Christmas/ New Year 
Special For Rent 

week 51 Aruba Beach Club 
groundfloor4p $750 
Dec. 22-29 

week 52 Paradise Villas 
Dec. 29-Jan 5 $700 
week 1 Casa del Mar 6 p $1100 
Jan 5-12 

Tel. 583-4403/560-3297 

197995 


FOR RENT 

Tropicana Aruba Resort 
1 bedroom suite 
December 21-28 / 700 awg 
Call. 661-9823 197990 B 

FOR SALE 

Marriott Christmas wk 

beautiful 2 bedr, 2 bath 
washer/dryer in kitchen, ocean 
view sleeps 8 $45,000 
contact 586-4231 or 
xtmsriberg@hotmail.com 

197975 

SALON & SPA/SPECIAL 

Manicure y Pedicure $30 
Massage (50 min) $45 
Facial (basic) $45 
Possibility to pickup!!! 

Bella Vista salon & spa / Seroe 
Patrishi 43-A 

Call now!! 583-7338/737-1408 

197999 


FAST CONSTRUCTION 

Pa tur trabao di construction, lanta 
fundeshi te na dak, trabao chiquito 
y grandi, sigur y rapido. Yama nos 
y experiencia nos y lo bo keda 
satisfecho cu nos. 

Tel. 738-1985/566-1530 

_197991B 

FAST CONSTRUCTION 

Need your work done? 
neat cheep but quik 
Fast Construction any time we are 
at your service, we specialized in 
painting, building wall and 
cupboards, landscaping etc 
Tel. 566-1530 

_197991A 

FOR SALE 

Flouse for sale by owner 
Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land smart electricity hot water, 
price at $160,000 
for more info. 594-6639 


197998 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 

•mamzn 

20 December 

( I 

Dr. Habibe 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica del Pueblo Tel: 582-1253 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


Dies* 1 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 


Services 


Information 

Setar 

Taxi 

Taxi- Tas 
Profesional Taxi 
Taxi D.T.S. 
Service Aruba 


118 

582-5151 

582- 2116 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



20 Grand Princess 
Celebrity Constellation 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Rocket with 3 onboard heads for space station 



The Soyuz-FG rocket booster with Soyuz TMA-07M space ship transporting U.S. astronaut Thomas 
Marshburn, Russian cosmonaut Roman Romanenko and Canadian astronaut Chris Hadfield to the 
International Space Station blasts off from the Russian leased Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, 


Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2012. 


Associated Press 


PETER LEONARD 
Associated Press 
BAIKONUR, Kazakhstan 
(AP) — A Soyuz spacecraft 
carrying an American, a 
Russian and a Canadian 
headed Wednesday for 
the International Space 
Station, where they will 
spend four months carrying 
out dozens of experiments. 
The spacecraft launched 
from a Russian-leased 
manned-space facility in 
the frigid steppes of Ka¬ 
zakhstan at 6:12 p.m. It took 
off atop a towering Russian 
rocket and went into orbit 
about 15 minutes later. 
American Tom Marshburn, 
Russian Roman Romanen¬ 
ko and Canadian Chris 
Hadfield will travel for two 
days in the capsule, before 
docking with the mam¬ 
moth space station where 
three other people are al¬ 
ready on board. 

Russian Federal Space 
Agency chief Vladimir Pop- 
ovkin said the liftoff took 
place “without a hitch.” 
“We have finished off this 
year of launches on a good 
and handsome note. There 
is now only one operation 
left, and that is the dock¬ 
ing, which we are positive 
we successfully take place 
Friday,” he said. 

The docking’s timing — so 
close to Christmas — add¬ 
ed to the high emotional 
valence of spaceflight for 


Hadfield. “There are cer¬ 
tain times of the year and 
certain times in life that are 
special by everybody’s tra¬ 
ditions. In my family’s tradi¬ 
tion, this is maybe the most 
special time of the year,” 
he said. 

The clear azure skies afford¬ 
ed a vivid view of the rock¬ 
et as it took off, left a deep 
plume of white smoke and 
finally vanished into the 
distance as a vivid orange 
dot. 

Among those watching 
was Hadfield’s daugh¬ 
ter, Kristian. “I’m feeling so 
happy. I mean, my dad just 
went to space. It's amaz¬ 
ing. I’m feeling amazing,” 
she said. 

The International Space 
Station is the biggest orbit¬ 
ing outpost ever built and 
can sometimes be seen 
from the Earth with the na¬ 
ked eye. It consists of more 
than a dozen modules built 
by the U.S., Russia, Cana¬ 
da, Japan and the Euro¬ 
pean Space Agency. 
Marshburn, Romanenko 
and Hadfield will spend 
four months aboard the 
space station to conduct 
some 50 scientific experi¬ 
ments including a test for a 
system aimed at predicting 
natural calamities. 

Ahead of the launch, the 
space travelers posed for 
photos, ran final suit checks 
and chatted with relatives 


through glass designed to 
protect them from infec¬ 
tion. Romanenko was seen 
off by his father Yuri, who 
set a record for time spent 
in space during a mission in 
the 1970s. 

“My dad carried out a 
spaceflight in a two-person 
crew ... on a similarly cold 
day 35 years ago and that 
was one of the first long¬ 
term flights,” Romanenko 
said at a news conference 
on the eve of the launch. 
Typically, the crew per¬ 
forms a final outdoor sa¬ 
lute to top space officials 
before mounting the bus 
taking them to the Soyuz, 
but the practice was for¬ 


gone this time because of 
the cold; the temperature 
at launch time was -17 C 
(2 F). But before the astro¬ 
nauts were packed into 
the cramped capsule, they 
exchanged greetings with 
Popovkin. 

Although space travel has 
long fascinated the gen¬ 
eral public, interest has 
flagged in recent decades 
as tightened budgets have 
constrained ambitions. But 
Hadfield expressed opti¬ 
mism about the future of 
the industry and said that 
the voyages to the moon, 
which last happened 40 
years ago, set an important 
precedent. 


“What we are doing to¬ 
day as a group is continu¬ 
ing through that door and 
learning the things we 
need to do and taking one 
small step at a time so that 
we can better understand 
where we are in the uni¬ 
verse," he said. 

Wednesday marked a re¬ 
turn to use of the launch 
pad known as Gagarin’s 
Start, where Soviet cosmo¬ 
naut Yuri Gagarin blasted 
off in 1961 for the first hu¬ 
man orbital space flight. 
Another launch site was 
used for the previous mis¬ 
sion, which set off in Octo¬ 
ber. The need for a back¬ 
up launch site became 
particularly acute with the 
decommissioning of the 
U.S. shuttle fleet. The Soyuz 
now is the only vehicle 
able to carry people to the 
space station. 

Although the Soyuz has 
proven dependable, re¬ 
current problems with the 
unmanned version of the 
craft have sown anxiety 
over NASA's excessive reli¬ 
ance on the Russian space 
program. □ 
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Ke$ha tweets hit ‘Die 
Young' ‘now inappropriate’ 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Ke$ha says she understands 
her hit song “Die Young" "is 
now inappropriate” follow¬ 
ing the shootings in New¬ 
town, Connecticut. 

The pop singer said in a 
Twitter post Tuesday night 
that she’s “so so so sorry” 
for anyone affected by the 
tragedy. 

Earlier Tuesday, Ke$ha 
tweeted that she had her 
own issues with “Die Young” 
due to the lyrics, but that 
she was “FORCED TO" sing 
them. That tweet was de¬ 
leted a short time later. 
Ke$ha's spokesman said 
the 25-year-old had no 
comment Wednesday 
morning. 

“Die Young” is intended as 
a party anthem and is No. 3 
on this week’s Billboard Hot 
100 chart. But radio stations 
began to pull it and other 
songs with potentially up¬ 
setting lyrics after 27 peo¬ 
ple, including 20 children. 



- In this Mon., Dec. 3, 2012 file 
photo, Ke$ha performs during 
the second night of KIIS FM's 
Jingle Ball at Nokia Theatre LA 
Live in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

were killed Friday at an el¬ 
ementary school.Q 


Jessica Chastain: ‘I 
want to do it all’ 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — “I want 
to do everything!" 

Jessica Chastain is getting 
animated. Even though 
she's managed to pack 
more films into an 18-month 
period than would seem 
physically possible and will, 
on this day, finish an after¬ 
noon of press interviews 
with an evening perfor¬ 
mance of “The Heiress” on 
Broadway, she’s not lack¬ 
ing energy. 

“I want to do crazy vil¬ 
lains in comic book movies 
with accents and scars!" 
she continues, shining 
with childlike enthusiasm. 
“I want to do it all. I think I 
have to calm down and be 
like: You don’t have to do 
it all, right now. Hopefully, 
you’ll be around for a few 
years.” Sticking around is at 
this point assured for Chas¬ 
tain who last year emerged 
as an actress of seemingly 
limitless range, with throw¬ 
back beauty and the sub¬ 
tlety of a chameleon. Due 
to various distribution de¬ 
lays, her talent was laid out 


all at once — her “reel,” 
she calls it — in widely var¬ 
ied performances in “The 
Tree of Life," "Take Shelter,” 
"The Help," "Coriolanus,” 
"The Debt" and “Texas Kill¬ 
ing Fields." 

She hasn't let up. Along 
with the bootlegging crime 
film “Lawless,” a voice role 
in the animated “Mada¬ 
gascar 3: Europe’s Most 
Wanted,” and her currently 
running Broadway debut, 
Chastain is now starring 
in one of the most antici¬ 
pated movies of the year: 
Kathryn Bigelow’s docu- 
drama of the hunt for Osa¬ 
ma bin Laden, “Zero Dark 
Thirty.” “I never think about 
what’s next,” she says. “I 
always just think: What 
haven’t I done yet?” 

“Zero Dark Thirty” easily 
qualified. In it, she plays a 
dogged, obsessed CIA of¬ 
ficer tracking bin Laden in 
a decade-long search that 
leads from torturing detain¬ 
ees to intrepid detective 
work and finally to relent¬ 
less advocacy for the Paki¬ 
stan raid that would kill bin 
LadenO 


‘Breakfast at Tiffany’s’ 
added to U.S. film registry 


In this image released by Paramount Pictures, Audrey Hepburn 
is shown in a scene from “Breakfastat Tiffany’s.” Memorable 
movies, including “Breakfast at Tiffany's,” “Dirty Harry,” “A 
League of Their Own" and “The Matrix” are being preserved 
for their enduring significance in American culture as The 
Library of Congress announces, Wednesday, Dec. 19, 2012, 
the slate of films it will induct into the National Film Registry. 
Associated Press 


BRETT ZONGKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

“Breakfast at Tiffany's," 
"Dirty Harry” and “A 
League of Their Own” are 
among 25 films that will 
be preserved for their en¬ 
during significance in U.S. 
culture by the Library of 
Congress, along with “A 
Christmas Story.” The library 
on Wednesday is inducting 
the 25 selections into the 
National Film Registry. 
Congress created the pro¬ 
gram in 1989 to preserve 
films for their cultural or his¬ 
torical significance. The lat¬ 
est additions bring the reg¬ 
istry to 600 films that include 
Hollywood features, docu¬ 
mentaries, independent 
films and early experimen¬ 
tal films. The newest movie 
chosen for preservation is 
1999’s “The Matrix,” noted 


for its state-of-the-art spe¬ 
cial effects and computer¬ 
generated animation with 
a style that drew on Hong 
Kong action films and Jap¬ 


anese anime to change 
science fiction filmmaking, 
curators noted. 

Contionued on Page 30 



U.S. senators criticize ‘Zero Dark Thirty’ in letter 


DONNA CASSATA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

movie “Zero Dark Thirty" is 
misleading and “grossly in¬ 
accurate” in its suggestion 
that torture produced the 
tip that led the U.S. military 
to find terrorist leader Osa¬ 
ma bin Laden, three sena¬ 
tors said Wednesday in a 
letter to the head of Sony 
Pictures Entertainment. 

The filmmakers dispute that 
interpretation and encour¬ 
age people to see their 
movie, already considered 
a top Oscar contender, 
before characterizing it. 

The members of the Senate 
Intelligence committee — 
Dianne Feinstein, Carl Levin 
and John McCain — insist¬ 
ed that Sony and its presi¬ 
dent and CEO, Michael 
Lynton, had an obligation 
to alter the movie and 
make clear that torture in 
the hunt for bin Laden was 
fiction and not based on 
fact. 

“We are fans of many of 
your movies, and we un¬ 
derstand the special role 
that movies play in our lives, 
but the fundamental prob¬ 
lem is that people who see 
‘Zero Dark Thirty’ will be¬ 


lieve that the events it por¬ 
trays are facts,” the three 
senators wrote. “The film 
therefore has the potential 
to shape American public 
opinion in a disturbing and 


misleading manner.” 
McCain has insisted that 
the waterboarding of al- 
Qaida’s No. 3 leader, Kha- 
lid Sheikh Mohammed, did 
not provide information 
that led to the bin Laden's 
compound in Pakistan. 

Last year, McCain asked 
then-CIA Director Leon Pa- 


netta for the facts, and he 
said the hunt for bin Laden 
did not begin with fresh 
information from Moham¬ 
med. In fact, the name of 
bin Laden’s courier, Abu 


Ahmed al-Kuwaiti, came 
from a detainee held in an¬ 
other country. 

Feinstein, who heads the 
Intelligence committee, 
backed up McCain’s as¬ 
sessment that waterboard¬ 
ing of Mohammed did not 
produce the tip that led to 
bin Laden. □ 



Mark Boal, left, screenwriter and co-producer of the film “Zero 
Dark Thirty,” and the film’s director and co-producer Kathryn 
Bigelow pose together for a portrait at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel 
on Monday, Dec. 10, 2012, in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 
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Adele voted AP Entertainer of the Year 



In this Feb. 12, 2012 file photo, Adele accepts the award for re¬ 
cord of the year for “Rolling in the Deep” during the 54th annual 
Grammy Awards, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Though 
Adele didn’t have a new 
album or a worldwide tour 
in 2012, she’s still rolling. 
After a year of Grammy 
glory and James Bond 
soundtracking, Adele has 
been voted The Associ¬ 
ated PressEntertainer of the 
Year. 

In 132 ballots submitted by 
members and subscrib¬ 
ers of the AP, Adele easily 
outpaced other vote-get¬ 
ters like Taylor Swift, “Fifty 
Shades of Grey” author E.L. 
James, the South Korean 
viral video star PSY and the 
cast of “Twilight." Editors 
and broadcasters were 
asked to cast their ballot 
for the person who had 
the most influence on en¬ 
tertainment and culture in 
2012. 

Adele’s year began in tri¬ 
umph at the Grammys, 
took a turn through record¬ 
ing the theme to the 007 
film “Skyfall,” and ended 
with the birth of her son in 
October. The ubiquitous 
Adele was that rare thing in 
pop culture: an unqualified 
sensation, a megastar in a 
universe of niche hits. 

By the end of the year, her 
sophomore album, “21," 
had passed 10 million cop¬ 
ies sold in the U.S., only the 
21st album in the Nielsen 
SoundScan era (begun in 
1991) to achieve diamond 
status. Buoyed by hits like 
“Someone Like You” and 
“Rolling in the Deep” long 
after its release in early 
2011, “21 ” was also the top¬ 
selling album on iTunes for 
the second year running. 

As David Panian, news 
editor for Michigan's Dai¬ 


ly Telegram, put it: “It just 
seemed like you couldn’t 
turn on the radio without 
hearing one of her songs." 
Women have had a lock 
on the annual Entertain¬ 
er of the Year selection. 
Previous winners include 
Lady Gaga, Taylor Swift, 
Betty White and Tina Fey. 
Stephen Colbert is the lone 
male winner in the six-year 
history of voting. 

The Grammy Awards in Feb¬ 
ruary were essentially the 
de-facto crowning of the 
24-year-old Adele, whose 
real name is Adele Adkins, 
as a pop queen. She won 
six awards, including al¬ 
bum of the year. It was also 


a comeback of sorts for 
Adele, who performed for 
the first time since having 
vocal cord surgery, draw¬ 
ing a standing ovation from 
the Staples Center crowd. 
Accepting the album of the 
year award, a teary Adele 
exclaimed: “Mum, girl did 
good!” The emotional, snif¬ 
fling singer endeared many 
viewers to her when she 
copped in her acceptance 
speech to having “a bit of 
snot.” 

“This record is inspired by 
something that is really nor¬ 
mal and everyone's been 
through it: just a rubbish re¬ 
lationship," said Adele. 

But her luck in love has 


since turned, thanks to her 
boyfriend Simon Konecki. 
In an interview with Vogue 
magazine, Adele said she 
was through with break-up 
records and done being “a 
bitter witch." When Adele 
announced in June that 
she was having a baby 
with Konecki, her website 
promptly crashed under 
the heavy traffic. Their son 
was born in October. 

With such an avalanche of 
success and now a mother 
of a newborn son, Adele 
has understandably taken 
a step out of the spotlight. 
One notable exception 
was recording the opening 
credits theme song to “Sky- 
fall." The song was record¬ 
ed with her “21" producer 
Paul Epworth at the Abbey 
Road Studios in London 
with a 77-piece orchestra. 
Within hours, it zoomed to 
the top of digital charts. 
“There was an overwhelm¬ 
ing embrace of Adele and 
her music,” said Joe Butkie- 
wicz, executive editor of 
the Times Leader in Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa. “And that was 
never more evident to me 
than when I heard teen¬ 
agers express their enthu¬ 
siastic expectations for the 
new James Bond movie 
because Adele performed 
the theme song.” 

The song recently received 
a Golden Globe nomina¬ 
tion. No Bond theme has 
ever won the best origi¬ 
nal song Oscar, but given 
Adele’s awards success 
thus far, it wouldn’t be a 
stretch to think she has 
a chance of changing 
that. The tune is among 
the 75 short-listed songs 
in the Academy Awards 
category .□ 


Ex-ABC News veteran Sam 
Donaldson charged with DUI 


LEWES, Delaware (AP) — ABC News veteran 
and former correspondent Sam Donaldson 
is facing a drunken driving charge in Dela¬ 
ware. Police in the southern coastal town 
of Lewes say the 78-year-old Donaldson 
was stopped Dec. 1 for a traffic violation. 
Police say the officer determined Donald¬ 
son had been drinking and gave him field 
sobriety tests. 

Donaldson was arrested and later re¬ 
leased. An arraignment is set for Friday. 


A phone call to Donaldson's home in Vir¬ 
ginia on Wednesday was not immediately 
returned. 

Donaldson was twice chief White Flouse 
correspondent for ABC News, covering 
Presidents Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan 
and Bill Clinton. Fie also co-hosted “Prime- 
Time Live” with Diane Sawyer and the ABC 
News Sunday morning broadcast “This 
Week with Sam Donaldson and Cokie 
Roberts.”□ 



In this Sept. 5, 2012 file photo, 
Sam Donaldson is seen on the 
floor at the Democratic Na¬ 
tional Convention in Charlotte, 
N.C. 

Associated Press 



In this image released by 
Paramount Pictures, Audrey 
Hepburn is shown in a scene 
from “Breakfastat Tiffany’s.” 
Associated Press 
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The oldest film being pre¬ 
served, “The Corbett- 
Fitzsimmons Title Fight,” 
dates back 115 years to 
1897. Film curators said the 
boxing movie helped es¬ 
tablish the film industry as a 
successful business, draw¬ 
ing on thesport's popu¬ 
larity and controversy to 
generate $750,000 in in¬ 
come. Boxing was illegal 
in many states at the time 
but had been made legal 
in Nevada, which hosted 
the fight. The film, with a 
running time of about 100 
minutes, became the lon¬ 
gest movie ever produced 
at the time, showing the 
full course of the fight. 

The Librarian of Congress 
makes the selections each 
year after conferring with 
members of the National 
Film Preservation Board 
and receiving public nomi¬ 
nations. To be considered, 
the films must be at least 10 
years old. 

“These films are not select¬ 
ed as the ‘best’ American 
films of all time, but rather 
as works of enduring im¬ 
portance to American 
culture," said Librarian of 
Congress James Billington 
in announcing the selec¬ 
tions. “They reflect who we 
are as a people and as a 
nation.” 

They also include some un¬ 
forgettable characters. 
Audrey Plepburn landed 
the lead in 1961 ’s “Break¬ 
fast at Tiffany’s” even 
though writer Truman Ca¬ 
pote wanted Marilyn Mon¬ 
roe for the part. Film crit¬ 
ics and the audience de¬ 
cided Capote was wrong 
and hailed Plepburn's 
portrayal.Q 
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A Tragedy Of Silence 



CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2012 New York Times 

Another day, another mass 
shooting in America. When, and 
how, will this end? In fact, will it 
ever end? 

On Friday, a gunman identi¬ 
fied as 20-year-old Adam Lanza 
killed 26 people, including 20 
children between the ages 5 
and 10, at a Connecticut el¬ 
ementary school. He is reported 
to have also killed his mother, 
a kindergarten teacher at the 
school, before committing sui¬ 
cide. 

This comes after Jacob Roberts, 
a 22-year-old man, armed with 
a semiautomatic AR-15, carry¬ 
ing extra magazines and wear¬ 
ing a hockey mask walked into 
a shopping mall in Oregon filled 
with 10,000 people and began 
shooting. He killed two people, 
and then took his own life. 

A visibly shaken President Barack 
Obama said after the shoot¬ 
ing at the school, “As a coun¬ 
try, we have been through this 
too many times.’’ He continued, 
“We’re going to have to come 
together and take meaningful 
action to prevent tragedies like 
this, regardless of the politics.” 

I agree. I only hope that in 
coming days we flesh out what 
“meaningful action” means in 
policy terms? If not now, when? 
After the next shooting? 

How many more deaths and 
mass shootings will it take for 
Washington to begin to lead 
the country in a deeper con¬ 
versation about sensible gun 
controls? What will it take for our 
politicians to take firm and prin¬ 
cipled positions on gun policies 
and stand up to the gun lobby 
in this country? Surely this is a 
moment that calls all of us to 
reckoning. 

In the vacuum of strong advo¬ 
cacy, too many Americans re¬ 
spond to tragedies like these in 
undesirable ways. 

According to an August re¬ 
port from Bloomberg News, 
“background checks for gun 
purchases spiked 41 percent in 
Colorado after 12 people were 
killed inside a suburban Denver 
movie theater, according to 
state data.” 

And while gun control advo¬ 
cates grow more quiet, the gun 
lobby grows stronger and loud¬ 
er. According to a report issued 
Friday by the Center for Respon¬ 
sive Politics’ OpenSecrets.org, 
“For gun rights groups, 2012 was 
the most active election cycle 
since 2000. They contributed a 
total of $3 million to candidates. 


96 percent of them Republi¬ 
cans.” By contrast, the group 
pointed out that “gun control 
groups contributed less in this 
election cycle than in any cycle 
as far back as OpenSecrets has 
data (1990).” 

According to the website Think- 
Progress, Larry Pratt, the execu¬ 
tive director of Gun Owners of 
America, wasted no time trying 
to pin Friday’s shooting on gun 
control advocates. He issued 
a statement that read in part: 
“Gun control supporters have 
the blood of little children on 
their hands. Federal and state 
laws combined to ensure that 
no teacher, no administrator, 
no adult had a gun at the New¬ 
town school where the children 
were murdered. This tragedy 
underscores the urgency of get¬ 
ting rid of gun bans in school 
zones.” 

Outrageous. 

This is a sad, sad state of affairs. 
No wonder public opinion is 
shifting away from gun control. 
Gallup found that the number 
of Americans who believe that 
these laws should be stricter fell 
more than 40 percent from 1991 
to 2011. 

Gallup also found, for the first 
time last year, “greater opposi¬ 
tion to than support for a ban on 
semiautomatic guns or assault 
rifles, 53 percent to 43 percent. 
In the initial asking of this ques¬ 
tion in 1996, the numbers were 
nearly reversed, with 57 percent 
for and 42 percent against an 
assault rifle ban.” 

Both the Oregon and Connecti¬ 
cut shooters had semiautomatic 
weapons. And screening pro¬ 
spective gun buyers for criminal 
records and for mental illness is 
helpful, but it is not enough and 
isn’t always done. 

And mass shooters don’t neces¬ 
sarily have criminal records and 
seem to have no problem ob¬ 
taining legal guns. 

An analysis published earlier this 
year by Mother Jones of the 61 
mass shootings in America over 
the last 30 years found that: “Of 
the 139 guns possessed by the 
killers, more than three-quarters 
were obtained legally.” 

(The Oregon shooter stole his 
gun. The Connecticut shooter’s 
guns are reported to have been 
legally purchased in his moth¬ 
er’s name.) 

We must reinstate the assault 
weapons ban. Military-style 
guns belong in the hands of mili¬ 
tary personnel, and maybe po¬ 
lice officers, but not in the hands 
of civilians. 

A vast majority of mass shoot¬ 
ings in the last three decades 
involved assault weapons and 
semiautomatic handguns, ac¬ 
cording to Mother Jones. 

Even if you believe, as most 
Americans do, that the Second 
Amendment grants Americans 
the right to bear arms, one must 
also acknowledge the right of 
other Americans to not bear 
arms and be safe. 

Where are the voices for those 
who choose not to - or are not 
old enough to - own guns? Are 
the gunless to have no advo¬ 
cate? Will our politicians forever 
cower before the gun lobby?Q 



Looking For America 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2012 New York Times 

“I’m sorry,” said Rep. Carolyn 
McCarthy, her voice breaking. 
“I’m having a really tough time.” 
She’s the former nurse from Long 
Island who ran for Congress 
in 1996 as a crusader against 
gun violence after her husband 
and son were victims of a mass 
shooting on a commuter train. 
On Friday morning, McCarthy 
said, she began her day by giv¬ 
ing an interview to a journalist 
who was writing a general story 
about “how victims feel when a 
tragedy happens.” 

“And then 15 minutes later, a 
tragedy happens.” 

McCarthy, whose husband died 
and son was critically wounded, 
is by now a practiced hand at 
speaking out when a deranged 
man with a lot of firepower runs 
amok. But the slaughter of 20 
small children and seven adults 
in Connecticut left her choked 
up and speechless. 

“I just don’t know what this 
country’s coming to. I don’t 
know who we are any more,” 
she said. 

President Barack Obama was 
overwhelmed as well, when he 
attempted to comfort the na¬ 
tion. It was his third such address 
in the wake of a soul-wrenching 
mass shooting. 

“They had their entire lives 
ahead of them,” he said, and 
he had trouble saying anything 
more. 


It was, of course, a tragedy. Yet 
tragedies happen all the time. 
Terrible storms strike. Cars crash. 
Random violence occurs. As 
long as we’re human, we’ll nev¬ 
er be invulnerable. 

But when a gunman takes out 
kindergartners in a bucolic Con¬ 
necticut suburb, three days after 
a gunman shot up a mall in Or¬ 
egon, in the same year as fatal 
mass shootings in Minneapolis, in 
Tulsa, in a Sikh temple in Wiscon¬ 
sin, in a theater in Colorado, a 
coffee bar in Seattle and a col¬ 
lege in California - then we’re 
doing this to ourselves. 

We know the story. The shooter 
is a man, usually a young man, 
often with a history of mental ill¬ 
ness. Sometimes in a rage over 
a lost job, sometimes just com¬ 
pletely unhinged. In the wake of 
the Newtown shootings, the air 
was full of experts discussing the 
importance of psychological 
counseling. 

“We need to look at what drives 
a crazy person to do these kind 
of actions,” said Rep. Cathy Mc- 
Morris Rodgers of Washington, 
one of the highest-ranking Re¬ 
publicans in the House. 

Every country has a sizable con¬ 
tingent of mentally ill citizens. 
We’re the one that gives them 
the technological power to play 
god. 

This is all about guns - access 
to guns and the ever-increas¬ 
ing firepower of guns. Over the 
past few years we’ve seen one 
shooting after another in which 
the killer was wielding weap¬ 
ons holding 30, 50, 100 bullets. 
I’m tired of hearing fellow citi¬ 
zens argue that you need that 
kind of firepower because it’s 
a pain to reload when you’re 
shooting clay pigeons. Or that 
the founding fathers specifically 
wanted to make sure Ameri¬ 
cans retained their right to carry 
rifles capable of mowing down 
dozens of people in a couple of 
minutes. 

Recently the Michigan House 
of Representatives passed and 
sent to the governor a bill that, 
among other things, makes it 
easy for people to carry con¬ 
cealed weapons in schools. Af¬ 


ter the massacre at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School on Friday, a 
spokesman for House Speaker 
Jase Bolger said that it might 
have meant “the difference be¬ 
tween life and death for many 
innocent bystanders.” 

This is a popular theory of civic 
self-defense that discounts end¬ 
less evidence that in a sudden 
crisis, civilians with guns either 
fail to respond or respond by fir¬ 
ing at the wrong target. 

It was perhaps the second-most 
awful remark on one of the 
worst days in American history, 
coming up behind Mike Hucka- 
bee’s asking that since prayer 
is banned from public schools, 
“should we be so surprised that 
schools would become a place 
of carnage?” 

We will undoubtedly have argu¬ 
ments about whether tougher 
regulation on gun sales or ex¬ 
tra bullet capacity would have 
made a difference in Connecti¬ 
cut. In a way it doesn’t matter. 
America needs to tackle gun 
violence because we need to 
redefine who we are. We have 
come to regard ourselves - and 
the world has come to regard us 
- as a country that’s so gun hap¬ 
py that the right to traffic freely 
in the most obscene quantities 
of weapons is regarded as far 
more precious than an Ameri¬ 
can’s right to health care or a 
good education. 

We have to make ourselves bet¬ 
ter. Otherwise, the story from 
Connecticut is too unspeakable 
to bear. 

Nearly two years ago, after Rep. 
Gabrielle Giffords was shot in 
the head in a mass shooting in 
Arizona, the White House sent 
up signals that Obama was pre¬ 
paring to do something. 

“I wouldn’t rule out that at some 
point the president talks about 
the issues surrounding gun vio¬ 
lence,” said his press secretary 
at the time, Robert Gibbs. 

On Friday, the president said: 
“We’re going to have to come 
together and take meaningful 
action to prevent more trag¬ 
edies like this, regardless of the 
politics.” 

Time passes. And here we are.Q 































































Thursday, December 20, 2012 


E I ADVERTISEMENT 



Christmas 

is the season 
of sharing and giving. 


As has been the custom of Aruba Today and Bon Dia Aruba since 
2003, we are again collecting toys, books, clothing for boys and 
girls, non-perishable food, etc. for Casa Cuna Children's House, 

Imeldahof and The Food Bank of Aruba. 

Let's make this a Merry and Joyful Christmas for everyone on 
our island, as it's an opportunity for us all to show solidarity and 
our love to others. You too can be part of this program by 

bringing your gift to our office located at the 

Weststraat #22 in Oranjestad. 

Financial contributions are also possible. 
Help us make this Christmas a very special one for our 

children and families all in Aruba. 
Toys for Tots thanks each and everyone 
of you for helping us helping others. 

THANK YOU!! 























